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Above: 
CONFIRMATION CLASS 
OLIVET CHURCH 
Riverside, Reading, Pa. 
Rev. Frederick A. Sterner 
Pastor 
Front Row, left to right: Thelma A. Schaef- 
fer, Anna P. Opal, Anna M. Ritz, Cath- 
erine M. Legler, Stella Fisher, Verna 
M. Schmeck, Catherine M. Zellers, 
Elsie P. Reeser. 
Back Row, left to right: Rev. Mr. Sterner, 
Clarence I, Reber, John J. Stout, Stanley 
W. Ney, Harvey L. Geisweit, Ray E 
Reber and Harold I. Scholl. 


At the right: 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
TRINITY CHURCH 
Mt. Penn, Reading, Pa. 

Rey. F. A. Sterner 
Pastor 

Front Row, left to right: Elsie A. Kilpatrick, 
Frances D. Le Van, Jessie H. Marsh, 
Elizabeth K. Genger, Mary E. Happel, 
Doris M. Hill, Lillian H. Fick, Mar- 
garet O. Fegley, K. Cohelia Neff and 
Catherine E. Bady. 

Second Row: Rev. Mr. Sterner, Robert H. 
Loose, David H. Martin, Robert F. 
Borkert, Walter W. Simmons, Carl H. 
Wentzel. 

Rear: John Martin, Russel G. Leinbach, Earl 
Kilpatrick, Raymond Johnson, Lester Ss: 
ee Thomas S. Hiller and Arthur 

. Lincoln. 
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Lord, help that I shall kindly speak 
Of those I chance to meet, 

O, help me think the kindly thoughts, 
My baser moods defeat. 


Lord, help that I shall see the good 
In man, if friend or foe, 
Teach Thou the good in him to me— 
His honor to me show. 


Lord, help that I shall hear the good 
Of men upon the street, 
Deafen my heart to tongues of men 
Who prattle vile deceit. 


Lord, help that I have faith to feel 
That men incline to right, 
And may my tongue, dear Lord, I 


Reflect Thy shining light! 
—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
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2 REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


ONE BOOK A WEEK 


THE RED HARVEST 


A book has just come from the press of 
The Macmillan Co. that is unique above 
all other books that owe their inception 
to the World War. It is a collection of 
450 poems having to do with war and 
peace, most of them written since 1914 
and many of them during the progress of 
the war, and many of them by men who 
saw war face to face. The editor of this 
remarkable collection, Vincent Godfrey 
Burns, was himself in the midst of the 
terrors and tells us, in his Introduction, 
that the horrors he saw and the sense of 
the futility of it all, the utter contradic- 
tion of Christianity by war, led him to 
vow, even while in the trenches, to de- 
vote his life to the banishment of war. 
This is the way he has gone about the 
fulfillment of his vow. He has spent ten 
years in collecting practically all the poems 
written since 1914 having any relation to 
war and peace. He found thousands of 
them, many of them coming from the sol- 
diers themselves. Out of the thousands 
he has chosen 450—he could have chosen 
4,500, so prolific has been the output of 
souls burned-by the merciless flames—and 
has grouped them under certain sections, 
with some regard to cumulative effect, that 
is, showing the progress of frenzy and 


-hatred as the war went on. 


Thus, the first group of poems deal with 
the outbreak of the war, the call to arms, 
so to speak; then follows a group showing 
the “War-God” really awakening to busi- 
ness. Then we are taken to the trenches, 
and these poems in this section—terrible 
things, but real poetry—came right out of 
the trenches. Then comes the Dance of 
Death, and finally, so far as actual de- 
scription of the battlefield is concerned, 
poems dealing with the harvest of war, In 
these five sections are 200 poems that sim- 
ply drip with agony. If one never knew 
just what war was, let him read these 
poems—if he can—and he will know, and 
if he has any sensitiveness at all in his 
soul he will revolt against it with a 
holy horror. It is not only that war in- 
flicts such terrible physical agonies, but it 
is its horrible affront against personality 
that moves many of these young poets to 
write their scathing lines. Here is one 
stanza that illustrates what I mean. The 
poem is called “War.” 


“War—a dirty, loathsome, servile murder- 


job; : 

Men lousy, sleepless, ulcerous, afraid; 
Men stunned to brainlessness and gibber- 
ings; 3 
Men maimed and blind; men against ma- 

chines; 
Flesh versus iron, concrete, flame and 
wire; : i 
Men choking out their souls in poison 
£485 . . 
Men squelched into the slime by tramping 
feet; % 
Dead bodies used to build a trench again; 
Men disemboweled by guns five miles 
away, a 
Cursing with their last breath the living 
God c 
Because he made them in His image.” 


The section devoted to Women and War 
contains twenty of the most pathetic poems 
I have ever seen. .They are written by 
such poets as Maurice Hewlett, Josephine 
Baker, Angela Morgan, John Drinkwater, 
Josephine Preston Peabody, Siegfried Sas- 
soon, and Lucia Trent. If I wanted to 
argue for birth-control I should send out 
these poems rather than any logical argu- 
ment. Read these five lines from Lucia 
Trent’s poem “Breed, Women, Breed”: 


“Breed, little mothers, with a faith patient 
and stupid as cattle, 
Breed for the war lords. 
Offer your woman flesh for incredible tor- 
ment, 
Wrack your frail bodies with the pangs of 
birth 
For the war lords who slaughter your 
sons”! 


and read this poem by Josephine Turek 
Baker, “THE CROSS”: 


“My flesh cries out for its own flesh! 

My blood demands its own heart’s blood! 

The thund’rous roar of cannon is the an- 
swer to my call. 

Give me back my flesh and blood! 

To bring forth I did pass through dark 
Gethsemane, 

And bear with Him the tortures of the 
Cross; 

And to what end? To add one more unto 

The martyred dead upon the field of 
battle. 

His dear face, covered with my kisses, 

Upturned in marble coldness, blood- 
stained, 

The death-dew gathering on his brow. 

His sweet voice, lingering fondly “Fare- 
well, Mother!” forever stilled. 

His loving arms entwined about me, 

Mangled, torn with shot and shell. 

O Mother of the Christ! 

Again I pass through dark Gethsemane, 

And share with thee the tortures of the 
Cross.” 


One of the most impressive sections of 
the book is that on “Christ and War,” with 
forty poems by such poets as Martha Foote 
Crow, Vachel Lindsay, Thomas Curtis 
Clark, Margaret Widdemer, Perey Mac- 
kaye, Robert Haven Schauffler, Joyce Kil- 
mer, Ernest Crosby and Floyd Hardin. 
Most of these poems are poems of con- 
trast. Somehow, the poets cannot make 
Christ and Mars go together; Jesus and 
poison gas do not go well in the same 
line. Thousands of soldiers felt the irony 
inherent in mentioning the name of Christ 
upon the battlefield. I have just been read- 
ing the remarkable collection of letters 
written home by German students (“Ger- 
man Students’ War Letters,” published by 
E. P. Dutton and Company, New York), 
all of whom afterward lost their lives, and 
they are full of this bewilderment. Any- 
one who has read “All Quiet on the West- 
ern Front’, or “Retreat”, or any of the 
war novels, will remember that it is there. 
Perhaps the most encouraging sign in the 
whole movement to banish war, more hope- 
ful even than Leagues and World Courts 
and Peace Pacts—for these are but expres- 
sions of the will for peace, machinery for 
peace to take the place of the machinery 
for war—is the rapidly growing conscious- 
ness of Christians everywhere that war 


Marcu 27, 1930 


and Jesus Christ are mutually antagonistie 
terms and cannot exist in the same world. 
I am going to quote one of these poems 
here, although it is shocking in its bare 
reality; but it is, after all, a tremendously 
effective picture of the futility of trying 
to reconcile Christ and war. It is by 
Floyd Hardin and entitled, in irony, “On- 
ward, Christian Soldier.” 


“Help me, O Christ, to hold Thy Sacred 
Cross 
Above this trench, now strewn with 
human gore; 
Nor erage to pay the price of bitter 
Oss; 
(That man is not quite dead—lI’ll give 
him more!) 


“Help me to give my all, nor count the 
cost, 
(This trigger needs a little oil, I think;) 
No part of love’s sweet sacrifice is lost; 
(These dead men make a most unholy 
stink!) 


“The meaning of Thy Cross is sacrifice; 
(Some men die hard—just see that fel- 
low shake!) 
Tl bear Thy cross with Thee, I’ll pay the 
price. 
(These bullets do the work and no mis- 
take!) 


“He gave His blood that sinful men might 
live; 

(That edge is hardly sharp enough to 
cut; ) 

Sustain me by Thy might and comfort 
give! 

(I’m standing on a piece of human gut!) 


“His holy words redeeming love proclaim; 
(Just see those blood-stains on my 
bayonet! ) 
Whate’er I do, I'll do in Jesus’ name; 
(Is that the ninth or tenth one? FE 
forget.) 


“Grant me to know the joy of Calvary; 
(Hold steady now, more sport ahead, I 
guess! ) 
Pll sacrifice my all to make men free; 
(Tis not so dull a game, I must econ- 
. fess!) 


“Lord, if I die, clasp me in arms of love! 
(Something is moving by that rusty 
can! ) 
Grant me an entrance into heaven above— 
(His head appears!—thank God—lI’ve 
popped my man!) 


The last third of the book is devoted to 
the aspiration for peace, under such sec- 
tions as The Armistice, Peace, The Federa- 
tion of the World and In Memoriam. There 
are many poems of real beauty and lofty 
elevation here, and many of them full of 
hope and confidence. The preachers of a 
new world order have many confederates 
among the poets. And it is encouraging 
to find that the poets of today are seeing 
and singing the victories of peace rather 
than those of war. The great disillusion- 
ment has come and they are seeing that 
the real heroisms are those of peace and 
the real contests are in the realm of the 
soul. Better to sing a world wrapped in 
brotherhood and peace than one where — 
‘Jonorant armies clash by night.’ 


—Frederick Lynch. 


The Reformed Church in Lancaster County During the 


Eighteenth Century 


By Dr. WittraM J. Hinke, Auburn Theological Seminary 


(Continued from last week) 

The charge of Waldschmidt comprised, ac- 
cording to his own statement in his Church 
record, Cocalico, Muddy Creek, White 
Oaks, or Sebastian Reyer’s, and Selten- 
reich, near New Holland.14 But soon other 

14 The record of Waldschmidt was published by 
the State in Pennsylvania Archives, 6th Series, 
Vol. V.. 


congregations made their appearance, In 
1752, a petition was presented to the Coetus 
from the new congregation in White Oaks. 
At the Coetus, held at Cocalico in October, 
1753, it was resolved that the “congrega- 
tion at White Oaks be combined with the 
one at Sebastian Reyer’s and be served by 
Mr. Waldschmidt.” This new congrega- 


tion at White Oaks is today represented 
by the Jerusalem Church at Unionville, in 
Penn township. 


ler, an independent preacher. To compen- 
sate him for this loss a new Church was 


In 1754, Waldschmidt 
gave up Muddy Creek, probably through 
the opposition of Frederick Casimir Me a 
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REACH AS FAR AS YOU CAN 


Browning’s observation about a man’s reach exceeding 
his grasp is not only significant by way of showing what 
Heaven’s for; it also bespeaks a virile value in this present 
life. The reach tells much of what the grasp can be. 

What a man barely lays his finger-tips on is the potential 
explanation of the best that he ever does or is. The habit 
of the outstretching finger-tips is the secret behind all great 
living and doing. Not that the most potent doer ever does 
the precise deed to which he stretches farthest out his pas- 
sionate reach. ‘Browning is precisely right in his poetic 
implication that the thing grasped and realized is, in this 
world at all events, something markedly short of what the 
soul has longed to do. But none the less the act really 
done is an achievement which he would never have accom- 
plished if that alone had been his aspiration. Without an 
extravagant longing for the unattainable—the thing far 
beyond in beauty, faith or service—the attainable would 
have never been gained nor held. Longing fingers in an 
agony of disappointment graze the escaping impossible. 
But as they draw back, they instinctively clutch some prize 
of desire which would not have been theirs if they had 
sought no more. The glory of the man who would do much 
is that he is sure—provided he be more than a dreamer of 
dreams—to do something. 

A most comprehensive rule for the motivation of life 
therefore would be this: Reach as far as you can. It will 
of course be understood by the understanding that this is 
very different from a rule which never needs in this selfish 
world to be inculcated—the rule not of the doer but of the 
getter: Reach for as much as you can. This latter all too 
common watchword of grubbers and grabbers is not for 
such as choose the upper path where the stars shine scarcely 
beyond one’s outflung fingertips. Along that path the only 
ambition that can survive the rare air of such heights is the 
ambition to be nothing less than one’s greatest and do noth- 
ing else than one’s utmost for the things that are active 
and actual at that spiritual altitude. Ambition is a perilous 
intoxicant at any low level. It is elixir on the summits. 


A youth who imagines that he is destined to shine before 
great audiences as a supreme preacher, or one who dreams 


of a time when he shall command “the applause of listen- 
ing senates,” or who casts his own horoscope along the lines 
of vast business success, conjures up, in the minds of the 
judicious, pictures of pitiful disappointment that all too 
likely and all too soon may shroud his painted anticipations 
in-funereal black. But the youth whose dream is of being 
a great helper in the advancement of the race, or a self- 
forgetting champion of good causes and luckless people 
that have few friends, or a thinker of brave thoughts by 
which the discouraged and pain-ridden can be eased over 
their rough road—this youth needs no one’s pity for any- 
thing of frustration that may lie ahead of him. 


It is very possible that he too overrates the actual force 
that his abilities will enable him to exert in the world. But 
such a man, reaching out in this direction, will surely do 
something—something of the very kind to which he is 
aspiring—that will make God glad, his fellows grateful, 
himself happy. His grasp will be short of his reach. No 
matter ; his wise reach will give eternal worth to what here 
he grasps. And Heaven will measure him by both grasp 
and reach. 


Ideals are coin very current in the land of youth. It is 
discouraging to find that among travelers farther along the 
road of life the majority carry little or no currency of this 
minting. They are paying their way by bargaining with 
and for other values. So they grasp anything that glitters 
with a golden sheen. But beyond their reach is the im- 
mortal worth of a life that prizes living more than making 
a living. We all need to make a living. There is genuine 
honor in making a reputation, But we need not make either 
of these the object of the reach which exceeds our grasp. 


—NOotan R. BEst. 


ope) oe 
SONGS IN THE NIGHT 


We understand it was the recent testimony of our great 
American novelist, Booth Tarkington, that in no year of 
his life had he seen so many things worth while as in the 
year he suffered from physical blindness. We were re- 
minded of that on reading the beautiful little message, 
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Fragrance in the Desert, in last week’s MESSENGER, which 
was dictated by a friend who spent recent weeks in the 
darkness because of an operation on his eyes. It recalled, 
too, the good cheer of that wonderful woman, Helen Keller, 
blind, deaf and dumb since infancy, whose “happiness is so 
deep that it is a faith, so thoughtful that it has become a 
philosophy of life.” If people so handicapped and circum- 
scribed can yet sing songs in the night, it is not because they 
fail to see the reality of sin and suffering. Sin is here; the 
forces of evil are militant and mighty; but the very strug- 
gle against iniquity, however deeply entrenched or liberally 
financed, may itself issue in great blessing. Some men see 


only how full the world is of sickness, heartache and, 


tragedy ; but others see how full the world is also of faith, 
patience and courage—of heroic souls who overcome evil 
and see the sun still shining behind the most forbidding 
clouds. Listen again to this triumphant message from 
Helen Keller: “My optimism rests on a glad belief in the 
preponderance of good, and a willing effort always to co- 
operate with the good, that it may prevail. I try to increase 
the power God has given me to see the best in everything 
and everyone, and make the best a part of my life. To 
what is good I open the doors of my being, and jealously 
shut them against what is bad.” 

In the presence of such a faith, the darkest night be- 


comes radiant. 
* Ok Ox 


THE BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN WANAMAKER 


We come back again and again to that discerning word 
of Thomas Carlyle: “The history of the world is the biog- 
raphy of great men.” And it is a cause for congratulation 
that recent years have given us a number of books of biog- 
raphy which deserve to live. One of these which ranks 
high in our estimation is The Business Biography of John 
Wanamaker, Founder and Builder, by Joseph H. Appel, 
LL.D. (471 pp., $5.00, Macmillans, New York). In a 
time when big business counts for so much and in a land 
so generally accused of materialistic ideals and conceptions 
of life, it is not a little heartening to study the career of 
America’s merchant pioneer from 1861 to 1922, and find 
it a treasure-house of spiritual power and influence. Mr. 
Appel, whose entire business career has been closely as- 
sociated with the Wanamaker stores in Philadelphia and 
New York, doubtless found it a labor of love to interpret 
the career of that remarkable man who was proclaimed by 
the President of the United States to be “the greatest mer- 
chant in America,’ but who was pre-eminently a citizen of 
the world, with eternity in his heart—a man who proved 
by his Christian life that the King’s business came first 
with him. 

Those of us who were so fortunate as to have known and 
loved John Wanamaker will feel a special debt of gratitude 
to the author. He has done his work well and has put 
emphasis where it belongs. The story of such.a career is 
a real service to the nation. We who felt the touch of Mr. 
Wanamaker’s versatile and dynamic personality in all good 
causes rejoice that so competent a hand has drawn the pic- 
ture of his wholesome and brotherly character, which mel- 
lowed with the years and always marched breastforward. 
Never shall we forget hearing this man proclaim on his 
last birthday: “This business of mine has never gone back- 
ward; and J hear the music of the forward march ringing 
in my ears now.” Somehow this music of the forward 
march gives a stirring quality to Mr. Appel’s book. It 
will be a rewarding experience for American youth to be 


brought into touch with it. 
* * x 


ABOUT FACE! 


This business of “putting the cart before the horse has 
got to stop”—so some are saying. Yes, but why hasn’t its 
folly been so fully exposed long ago that our practices were 
more fully conformed to our reputation for intelligence and 
progressiveness? What are the facts? Consider the per- 
sonnel in our schools. Hasn’t it usually been true that 
almost anyone was supposed to answer for the primary 
grades, while the best material had to be reserved for the 
high schools. The custom of “trying it out on the dog” 
often meant that novices were expected to get their train- 
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ing by teaching in the lower grades. If they showed ability, 
they were “promoted” to the higher grades, frequently at in- 
creased salaries. If they failed, succeeding classes of young- 
sters had to put up with them. Were the colleges any wiser? 
Not if they became large enough to have assistants to the 
Professors. The lower classmen were assigned to the 
“tutes”; and only when one attained to the dignity of Sen- 
icrity could one get into personal touch with the “big- 
wigs” of the faculty. Is not this a quite accurate picture 
of some “seats of learning’ even today? It was one of the 
glories of the “small college” that throughout one’s course 
the students sat at the feet of great teachers. How much 
it meant to the writer that when he entered college as a 
freshman, he could commune with men like Drs. Stahr, — 
Mull, Dubbs, Schiedt, Kieffer, Hiester, Kerschner and 
others of such exceptional qualities of mind and heart, in- 
stead of spending a few years with embryonic professors, 
who, whatever their possibilities, had not the background 
of experience and character which glorified our college ex- 
perience ! 

Pleading with “quality production,” President William 
Mather Lewis, of Lafayette, tells the Alumni of that insti- 
tution that “the day of the mediocre college is gone,” and 
states the case thus: “The effective college of the future 
must give better instruction to its freshmen than is now af- 
forded. At present we fail to teach the processes of think- 
ing to the younger students. In order that the student be 
helped to get the most out of college he must, on entering, 
be placed under the tutelage of the best teachers and the 
most brilliant minds on the faculty. No progress will be 
made if the present practice, as illustrated in public schools, 
of placing the youngest pupils under the instruction of. 
young, untrained teachers is continued. Members of a 
college’s freshman class come to college from the senior 
classes of high schools and preparatory schools where, un- 
der the present system, they have been studying under the 
guidance of the best teachers. It is only reasonable the 
best teachers of the college should be placed before them.” 


Had this challenge any meaning for Protestant Churches 
which continue to pay almost all their attention to adults? 
If the most important age in life is that which is “closest to 
the cradle,’ which department of Church work is most im- 
portant? Which department of the Church School needs 
the most attention from the pastor and Consistory? Which 
needs the most competent teachers—the adult classes or the 
kindergarten? Well, which continues to get the most at- 
tention and the best equipment and direction in your con- 
gregation? licen 


PROTESTANTS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 


Is it ethically sound and genuinely American for the 
Church of Christ and its leaders to participate in the moral 
conflicts of the nation? Surely it is high time for Protest- 
ants to be fully persuaded on this point. Rejecting the 
theory of the papacy and advocating the doctrine of a free 
Church in a free State, American Protestantism has stood 
between two fires. Some have seemed to believe that 
repudiation of the union of Church and State carried with 
it a denial of the right of the Church to show intense 
solicitude over public affairs or to influence political action 
in the interest of good morals and public welfare. Criti- 
cism of the so-called “Protestant lobby” by politicians, and 
especially today by wet advocates, militarists and others who 
fear the influence of the Churches, has become so violent 
and threatened such reprisals that some preachers have 
“taken refuge in the cave of pulpit silence or in the utter- 
ance of innocuous platitudes,’ while other Protestant 
spokesmen have seriously questioned the right or expedi- 
ency of applying the gospel to public life and affairs. 

There is a group which seriously obects to any partici- 
pation by preachers or Churches in moral reforms, or in 
fostering or opposing political proposals, on the ground 
that it is an indirect method of effecting the union of Church 
and State. “They tell us that by generating public senti- 
ment and supporting organized movements for civic better- 
ment, the Church is influencing the nation in secular affairs 
and thus curtailing political liberty.” A leading “wet” ad- 
vocate, Dr. S. H. Church, President of Carnegie Institute, 
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condemns the Church unsparingly for taking part in na- 
tional movements involving moral reform. He even objects 
to meetings under Church auspices which seek, without the 
slightest partisan bias, to rebuke corruptionists and purify 
the streams of municipal government. When 25 Pittsburgh 
congregations combined in mass meetings to rebuke official 
connivance at lawlessness, which a Grand Jury brought to 
light, they were charged with a violation of the principle of 
the separation of Church and State, and Dr. Church 
pleaded with the ministers to “confine their efforts to the 
spiritual edification of believers.” He urged them not to 
become exercised over public affairs, even quoting the words 
of Scripture, ‘Fret not thyself because of evil-doers!” 
Strangely enough some Churchmen have held practically 
the same position, claiming they must refuse to enter the 
fight against entrenched wrong, social injustice, impurity 
and war, or any of the curses which have afflicted man- 
kind, because they are commissioned only to “preach Christ 
and Him crucified.” 


How about the Old Testament prophets? How about 
Jesus Himself? From the days when Peter (on Pentecost) 
charged the rulers with wrongdoing and laid on their 
shoulders the murder of the Messiah, and when Paul en- 
countered the political authorities at every step and told 
them their moral responsibilities in language so unequivocal 
and courageous that it made kings tremble on their thrones, 
how many truly prophetic preachers of the past have failed 
to deal with public life, even at points which involved peril 
to their peace and popularity and often cost them dearly? 
Those who accept the theory advocated by Dr, Church will 
probably escape crucifixion or even unpleasantness, except 
as conscience may make them uncomfortable, but will they 
be doing their duty as ambassadors of Jesus Christ? 


Indeed, not a few believe it has been a cardinal sin of 
Protestantism to remain “too largely aloof from moral par- 
ticipation in the affairs of State.’ Dr. S. Parkes Cad- 
man, in his Christianity and the State, contends that Prot- 
estantism, having brought in the reign of nationalism and 
the present economic order, has been far too lenient with 
those who have desired the nation’s independence of relig- 
ious control that they might use it to their own financial 
advantage or for other selfish purposes. Only too often 
the secularists have been permitted without protest to domi- 
nate public affairs. 

But if you are interested in this and allied topics, we 
advise you to read the stimulating and exceptionally prac- 
tical new volume, The Preacher and Politics, by Dr. W. W. 
T. Duncan (Abingdon Press, 151 pp., $1.25), which we 
believe will help you greatly in the proper appreciation of 
Protestant privilege and duty. 

a yc. 


A LENTEN SUMMONS 


Just a little sacrifice at the table for forty days would 
enable some of us to follow the suggestion of Isaiah to 
deal out bread to the hungry. There are many hungry 
people in our cities just now and thousands are clamoring 
for a job which they are unable to find. We know that 
the poor are dear to the heart of Christ and how can we, if 
we are true Christians, fare sumptuously every day when 
so many of our fellow human beings are subsisting on 
crumbs? For our own sake and also for the sake of our 
brethren we shall do well if through the Lenten season we 
reduce the amount we are spending for food. To cut out 
one meal a day or one entire day a week, or to eat half 


the quantity at every meal which it has been our custom to 


eat would be an act which would be for the furtherance of 
our own spiritual growth and therefore well pleasing to 


God. —CHARLES E, JEFFERSON. 
* * * - 


AS AMBASSADORS OF JESUS CHRIST 


St. Paul speaks of us as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. 
As ambassadors we are commissioned to carry the Gospel 
of Reconciliation into a sin-cursed world, and to pray men 
that they be reconciled to God. Every ambassador sent 
into another country goes with the seal of authority resting 
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upon him. He is to speak with authority. In writing to 
the Christians at Ephesus, St. Paul reminds them that they 
had been sealed unto Christ with the Spirit of promise. 
The Spirit is the Holy Spirit and the promise is our 
Saviour’s, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the ages.” This being true, the commission given to 
every Christian is to declare openly and unafraid, to men 
everywhere, that “there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved,” than the 
name of Jesus Christ. 


In a former article we wrote of “The Work of the Holy 
Spirit.” Think you that our work as Christians differs 
materially from the work of the Holy Spirit? If we are 
sealed unto Christ by the Holy Spirit; if the Holy Spirit 
is with us and in us, then, as ambassadors, we are definitely 
commissioned to be co-workers with the Holy Spirit, and 
to speak as He reveals to us the will of the Father towards 
us and towards all men. 


As Spirit-filled men we are to teach in Christ’s name. 
In life’s university, the Teacher supreme is the Holy Spirit. 
He is the one commissioned of the Father to take the 
things of Christ and reveal them unto us. As we go out 
into the world, bearing our seal of divine ambassadorship, 
we are to become God’s teachers among men. In a genera- 
tion such as ours, with the standards of morality and holi- 
ness almost tottering, it is absolutely necessary that there 
be those who, with the tenderness of the Master as well as 
with the ruggedness of John the Baptist, will speak to men 
everywhere of the heinousness of sin, of the necessity for 
hating sin, and tell them of the death dealing power of sin. 
Youth, as well as mature age, needs to be told that sin 
always pays wages and that the wages of sin is death. No 
matter how much we may want to refuse sin’s wages, sin 
is always insistent and pays what is due, up to the last 
penny. Yes, the wages of sin always ends in death. Ina 
more positive and helpful way, we are to teach men that 
the free gift of God is eternal life, through His Son, Jesus 
Christ. No matter how much we may try, we cannot buy 
eternal life. God gives it to us freely; ours is the privilege 
of accepting it and making it our own. 


As Spirit-filled men we are also to be Guides. The world 
needs teachers but not all teachers are safe guides. This is 
even true of some who teach in our schools and colleges. 
Guides who are taught by the Holy Spirit have worth-while 
visions of the pathway of life, visions such as youth must 
possess if life’s goal is to be attained and Christ-like char- 
acters formed. Safe guides are always watchful and cau- 
tious, and when dangers are near they extend willing hands 
to assist and protect those who are following; when feet 
stumble they lift the falling ones and carry them to places 
of safety. 


As Spirit-filled men we must also be Helpers and Friends. 
A true friend is of necessity a helper, and so we may think 
of these two as joined together in a holy service. How 
empty are the lives of many who would be enriched in the 
friendships of Christian men and women! How our 
neighborhood children and our neighbor friends could 
be helped if we showed for and to them the sort 
of interest that would speak to them of purity and 
righteousness and a Saviour’s love! Blessed are the 
men and the women who are not so occupied with the social 
and business affairs of the world, that they can still find 
time to speak in Christ’s name and work in Christ’s spirit; 
whose helping hands are out-stretched and whose voices 
are heard telling of the Father’s house and the Father’s 
love. : 

Finally, as ambassadors of Christ, we are to become 
Comforters to others and minister to them in Christ’s name. 
When He, the Comforter, has really come to us; when He 
has spoken words of sympathy such as thts world can never 
speak; when He has brought peace to our souls—then, if 
never before, must we go into the world and carry with 
us messages of comfort, peace, and eternal hope. So shall 
we be faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ and messengers 
of a hope that abideth forever. 

—A. M.S. 
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| The Parables of Safed the Sage 


THE PARABLE OF WISHES AND PRAYER 


I am a numerous Grandfather, and every one of my 
many Grandchildren hath at least one Birthday a year, and 
{ manage to have more; for Birthdays come oftener as one 
groweth older. And my Grandson who hath the Reddest 
Hair, and the Freckles that do most Overlap, had a Birth- 
day. And his was a Swell Party. 

And when they brought in the Birthday Cake with 
Twelve Candles upon it, he Filled his Lungs that he might 
blow out all the Lights at once; for he hath had So Many 
Birthdays he knoweth just how it is done, and it is up to 
him to increase his Lung Capacity by at least One Candle 
a Year. 

And his mother, even the Daughter of Keturah, said 
unto him, Before thou dost blow out the Candles, it is In- 
cumbent upon thee to Make a Wish. 


And he stopped to consider. For with what he had then 
about him of Birthday Presents, and a Father and a 
Mother, and a Grandfather, and Various Uncles and Aunts, 
and a Finely Assorted lot of Cousins, some with Black Hair, 
and some with Brown Hair and some with Tow Hair, and 
a Big Sister and a Little Sister both with Red-gold Hair, 
there seemed to him Very Little that was left for him to 
wish for. 

And his younger Sister, even the Little Sister of the 
Daughter of the Daughter of Keturah, who was growing 
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desirous of a portion of the Cake, spake unto him and said, 
Thou mightest wish that thy Football Team shall win the 
Victory next Saturday. 

But he said, Not on thy life. That is not a Big Enough 
Wish for a Birthday. I can pray for that any night. 

And I considered the Sagacity of this small boy, and I 
thought there might be something to be said on behalf of 
his Philosophy. For Birthdays come but once a year, and 
Prayer-time cometh every night, and Birthdays are not to 
be wasted. And some sense of Proportion is to be ob- 
served, even in Religion, though many people never learn 
that this is true. And I have some sympathy for the lad 
in his feeling that one should not waste a Wish for which 
one waiteth for an Whole Year on a Desired Object which 
may be had any night in Answer to Prayer. The Doctrine 
which is taught in the Science of Theology, which still may 
be Queen of the Sciences and which the Most Erudite of 
the Church Fathers have held as a Basick Principle in the 
Interpretation of Miracles, namely that of the Parsimony 
of Providence, in not wasting any Mighty Works on Tri- 
vial Results, applieth to all our Prayers and Wishes. 

But on the other hand, I reflected that, with all the 
Wisdom of this young Grandson of mine (and may he be 
a wiser man than his Grandsire) his theory hath suffered 
this Infiltration of Worldly Unwisdom, that those Benefits 
that accrue to men through their Religion may be Minor 
Blessings as compared with those that we wish for on Birth- 
days or have to Hustle for all the year around. 

And albeit mine own birthdays have been so many that 
the Cake can no longer hold the Candles, yet would I, on 
every anniversary of the day that brought me into my share 
of the Life of this Good Old World, wish for some Mighty 
Big Satisfaction for Myself and for Humanity and for all 
I love, and say Amen every night. 


Beyond Fundamentalism and Modernism 


(A series of brief articles suggested by the volume, “The Theology of Crisis,’ by H. Emil Brunner, Professor of 
Theology, University of Zurich, Charles Scribner's Sons, New York and London, 1929) 


PRESIDENT GEORGE W. Ricuarps, D. D., LL. D. 


Is There Anything Beyond Funda- 
mentalism and Modernism? 


Are we justified in speaking of the Crit- 
ical Theology as leading us beyond Funda- 
mentalism and Modernism? It clearly dif- 
fers from both and yet is recognizes the 
values of each. Since it is critical, makes 
room for historical study of the Old Testa- 
ment and the New, for the scientific meth- 
od in the approach to nature and to man, 
for philosophy, art, and cultural values 
generally, it is as wide in its scope as 
Modernism; but it is higher in its reach. 
For it gives place to the idea of direct 
revelation (revelatio specialis) and con- 
siders it indispensable for a saving knowl- 
edge of God. In God’s self-revelation, 
however, there is nothing that contravenes 
the accredited results of science and truths 
of philosophy. The contradiction, so far 
as there is any, is not in revelation and 
science but in the heart of man, in the 
relation of the will of man to the will of 
God. There is power only in divine revela- 
tion, in the word of God, for delivering 
man from this contradiction; man’s wis- 
dom or work will not avail. Man is lifted 
to a higher plane, is given a wider vision 
through God in Christ, than he will obtain 
by all the sciences and philosophies of an- 
cient and modern times. The lower values 
of the schools are conserved and the higher 
values of revelation are received. Since 
men like Barth and Brunner are soundly 
and profoundly critical, they are more lib- 
eral than the Modernists; they accept the 
results of man’s research for what it is 
worth; but they turn to the revelation of 
God in Christ for salvation and life. This 
attitude in no wise interferes with true 


culture or social action; it rather com- 
pletes and crowns it. 

Because they are critical, the men of 
this school are more truly conservative of 
the fundamentals of Christianity than the 
Fundamentalists. They do not confuse 
fundamentals with cosmology, psychology, 
history of Israel, and archeology. They 
distinguish the word of God from the frail 
and fallible vessels by which it is given 
to men. They do not burden the believer 
with metaphysics that is not an essential 
part of the gospel of God. They accept the 
scientific view of the universe and do not 
regard it to interfere with the revelation 
of God in Christ. When Professor Brunner 
was asked whether he believed in evolu- 
tion, he said: “I do not believe it; I know 
it.’ They rise above dogmatic orthodoxy 
to the heights where God speaks directly 
to the heart and faith responds to His call 
and challenge with a life of hope and love. 

The Critical Theology frees one from the 
limitations of self-sufficient Modernism, 
which insists on finding God by science, by 
philosophy, and by mystic intuition, and 
leaves no room for God’s self-manifestation 
by direct revelation. It rises above the 
dogmatism of evolutionism and immanence 
while it emancipates itself from the 
shackles of biblical literalism, dogmatic 
confessionalism, legalistic moralism, and 
pietistic emotionalism. It does offend the 
pride of intellect and will; yet it makes 
room for the free exercise of all the facul- 
ties of the mind in co-operative service 
motived by the assurance of salvation 
through the free grace of God in Christ 
Jesus, 

The Critical Theology delivers man from 
the despair into which he inevitably falls 


when he seeks to realize the kingdom of 
God as set forth in the New Testament by 
his own activities, moral, institutional, co- 
operative, educational, political. These at 
best only can prepare the way for the 
Kingdom which God will establish through 
the infinite power of His holy love. The 
more clearly the minister sees the ideal 
character of the Kingdom on the one side 
and the actual condition of even Christian 
men and women on the other, the more will 
he despair of ever building the Kingdom 
upon earth. No more than a man can make 
himself righteous, can he make society just. 
We become righteous through an act of 
God; society must become just through the 
power of Christ working through His word. 
No more than man can build the kingdom 
of nature, can he build the kingdom of 
grace and peace and love. But as a par- 
taker of the saving grace of God and as 
an heir of the kingdom, he will work in 
faith, labor in love with the patience of 
hope knowing that the kingdom will come. 
That is the good news which Jesus pro- 
claimed at the opening of His ministry in 
Galilee. He will not despair for lack of 
results, becaues statistical evidences are 
against Him,—for if God is for him, who 
can be against him! He will not despair, 
because he is not attempting to do in his 
own way what God never intended him to 
do,—to build the kingdom. He is a wit- 
ness to the Kingdom-builder, Jesus Christ 
risen and glorified, who has assigned us our 
part in working with Him, namely, to 

disciples of all nations and to teach “them 
to observe all things whatsoever I com- 


. 
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manded you.” We have reason to despair 


only when we cease to witness for Christ, 


when we cease to teach and make lez 
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ers, to heal and live in love. Witnessing 
has often meant martyrdom. The Greek 
word for “witness” is the same as “mar- 
tyr,’ 

When we do these things, when we 
preach and teach and heal in His Name, 
then we can share in the joy which Paul 
had in his last days in Rome. That was 
the joy that the world cannot give or take 
away. He rejoiced in the Lord; not in his 
successful activities. He fought a good 
fight and kept the faith; his conscience 
was void of offense; therefore, he could 
face with abounding hope the remnant of 
his missions in Asia Minor, the apostacy 
of his fellow apostles, the tribunal of a 
hostile Caesar, and his Lord in glory. 

The reason for the minister’s despair to- 
day is the lack of vision, the false con- 
ception of his mission, the dependence 
upon human devices that are bound to fail 


to accomplish the purposes for which he’ 


is sent. The only real reason for despair 
is the conviction that God is not on the 
throne, that He will not fulfill His prom- 
ises, that He is not working in ways 
far beyond our comprehension. We for- 
get that His ways are not our ways and 
His thoughts are not our thoughts. 


The Kingdom comes not because men 
labor for it, but men labor for it because 
it comes. They are controlled and urged 
on in their work by hope of the kingdom; 
—what makes for it, they live and die for; 
what is contradictory to it, they fight to 
the bitter end. But their living, dying, 
fighting will not bring in the Kingdom. 
Men may plow and men may sow but God 
must give the harvest. Paul says: “We are 
saved by hope”; and surely he did not rest 
on his oars and passively wait for the 
kingdom! Read again II Corinthians 11:23- 


The observance of the Pentecostal pro- 
gram calls for seasons of reflection and 
meditation. The believers were challenged 
to wait for the promise of the Father. 
They waited for a period of ten days 
and the Holy Spirit was revealed unto 
them. Had they not waited, the Spirit 
would not have been discerned by them 
in the manner He was. 

The Old Testament saints had developed 
the virtue of waiting upon the Lord. As 
we read our Bibles, we often meet with 
this thought. “Wait on the Lord; wait, 
I say, on the Lord.” “Rest in the Lord, 
and wait patiently for Him.” “Blessed 
are they that wait upon Him.” “They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength.” : 

Any person who travels in the East to- 
day cannot help but feel impressed with 
the many devout people who sit for hours 
in deep meditation. The idea of waiting 
had been deeply woven into the language 
and the religious life of the people in the 
days of Jesus, and it is not surprising that 
He asked them to wait for the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. 

We Westerners, with our practical bent 
and energetic activism, are much obsessed 
with the ethical and social aspects of 
Jesus’ teaching; we are stressing activity 
rather than meditation. Someone said our 


favorite American text is, “He went about 


doing good”—with special emphasis on 
“went about.” Since my visit to the Bible 
Lands I have often felt that if the Hast 
could contribute its meditative mood to 
the West, and the West, in turn, contribute 
its social welfare activities to the Hast, 
the result would be a religion greatly en- 
riched and spiritually quickened. 

Religion loses much of its power because 
we refuse to wait upon the Lord. I won- 
der how much the Church will derive from 


33 to convince yourself that there was 
ethical motive in a man who gloried that 
he was saved by grace and lived and la- 
bored in hope. 


Modernism inclines to one-sided em- 
phasis on man’s responsibility and runs 
into an activism that is born not of faith 
but of doubt verging on unbelief. Funda- 
mentalism is prone to put one-sided em- 
phasis on God’s activity, without room for 
the necessary co-operation of men. It runs 
into quietism, pharisaic contentment with 
things as they are, passes by humanity 
wounded and bleeding, neglects to prepare 
the way for. the Kingdom. It hopes to 
reap without sowing; to receive without 
asking; to find without seeking. It will 
let the Lord build the house and for fear 
of laboring in vain will not take a hand 
at all in the building. 


The critical theology offers an ethical 
motive that goes deeper, reaches higher, 
and extends wider than that of either the 
Fundamentalist or the Modernist. It goes 
deeper into the soul of man, reaches higher 
into the realm of God, and extends farther 
into the social life of nations. Yet men 
will charge it with a lack of ethical mo- 
tive because it insists that we should be 
co-workers with God with methods and 
weapons that are spiritual and not carnal. 

The Modernist, at present, seems to have 
forgotten that Jesus rose and ascended, 
and that “Him, whom they crucified, God 
made both Lord and Christ.” The New 
Testament, from beginning to end, de- 
scribes the risen Christ, not the historical 
Jesus, Christ according to the Spirit, not 
according to the flesh. Christianity, as the 
name implies, is based upon Christ, Christ 
risen and glorified. Paul and John declare 
Him in their epistles. The men and women 
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the celebration of this Pentecostal anni- 
versary unless we succeed in cultivating 
the spirit of meditation. Our western life 
is a life of hurry and worry, of haste and 
waste. We live under continual stress and 
strain of body and brain. We want to do 
things with feverish haste. The Baptistry 
in connection with the Church of the Holy 


’ Cross at Florence has three pairs of bronze 


doors facing towards the north, the east 
and the south. The doors towards the 
north and east were made by Ghiberti. 
The doors on the east, facing the cathedral, 
are the finest. They were Old Testament 
scenes portrayed in high relief. Ghiberti 
spent 21 years making the north doors and 
27 years making the east doors; practically 
a life was spent on making two pairs of 
doors. But they are as nearly perfect as 
anything can be. Michael Angelo, speak- 
ing of the doors facing the cathedral said, 
“They are worthy to be the gates of Para- 
dise.” Great cathedrals have been erected 
during a period of four or five hundred 
years. There are plants that yield to fore- 
ed development by means of the hot-house. 
But character is not of the hot-house 
variety. It takes time to be holy. It 
takes time to rear the temple of character 
in order that it may be worthy of Para- 
dise. 


“Heaven is not reached at a single bound; 
But we build the ladder on which we rise 
From the lowly earth to the vaulted skies, 
And we mount to its summit round by 

round.” 

We need to wait for the Spirit. Whilst 
staying at a hotel at Nazareth, Mrs. 
Georgie called to sell laces, the proceeds 
of which were used to educate her son for 
the Christian ministry in the Protestant 
Church. She was a woman of a sweet dis- 
position and she loved Nazareth because 
it was quiet and afforded her an opportu- 
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of the Church of the centuries believed in 
Him, served Him, died in hope of Him, 
“Upon this rock I will build My Church” 
(Matt. 16:18). 


Now scholars are trying to dig Jesus out 
of the grave in which the synoptists buried 
Him; buried Him in the lower strata of 
their gospels. They will take Him out of 
His tomb, unwrap the grave-clothes with 
which He has been bound for nineteen 
centuries, take off the bands of Jewish 
Messianism and of Greek idealism (logism) 
and set Him before the world in His orig- 
inal and glorious nakedness as Jesus from 
Nazareth of Galilee—Behold, no, not the 
Christ, stand! but behold Jesus, the pro- 
phet, the teacher, the genius, the rotarian, 
the religious enthusiast, stand! He wob- 
bles a little; He is dazed perchance by 
the blaze of our new knowledge; He is not 
quite sure of Himself; but they prop Him 
up and stand by Him to lend Him a hand 
and if need be to breathe into His nostrils 
the 20th century spirit so that He may 
keep pace with this new and enlightened 
age. 


At a meeting of Russian peasants, me- 
chanics, and shopkeepers, after a sharp- 
witted atheist had spent an hour to dis- 
prove God and Christ and Christianity, one 
of the auditors, in answer to a challenge 
to speak, arose and walked to the platform 
and said: “Christ is risen!” And in a loud 
voice, that echoed far beyond four walls, 
the audience responded, “He is risen in- 
deed!” Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ of 
God, and Paul and John are His witnesses. 
We have more than a resuscitated Jesus— 
we have Christ the Prince of Life and 
Lord of Glory. 


CONCLUSION 


Waiting for the Spirit 


nity to meditate on her Lord. As we were 
about to leave the hotel Mrs. Georgie said 
to me, “Would you not rather live at Naz- 
areth than in America?” TJ did not answer 
her question, but thought of the words of 
Scott: 


“Breathes there a man, with soul so dead, 
That never to himself has said, 
This is my own, my native land.” 


But Mrs. Georgie continued by saying, 
“In America you are so busy and you kill 
So many people. In Nazareth we have 
time to meditate on our Lord.” As we 
descended the steep hills from Nazareth I 
thought that we need to, take more time 
to meditate on our Lord. In the hours of 
waiting, by meditation and prayer, we re- 
ceive strength to live the Christian life. 
It is then that we experience the power of 
the Spirit as did the disciples on the day 
of Pentecost. 


In our religious life we are so eager to 
do something for God. We want to “do a 
good turn daily” and often fail to wait in 
order to have God do us a good turn. We 
want to do things for God and fail to wait 
to have God do something for us, A young 
Greek priest on one occasion said to a 
Westerner, “I cannot understand what you 
Westerners mean by religion. You seem 
to be always wanting to do something for 
God. Our idea of religion is just the 
opposite. It is to be still before God, and 
let Him do something for us.” 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” 
The word “still” as used by the Psalmist 
does not mean “quiet” but rather “take 
a slack in the rope, let the tension go.” 
The Psalmist means that you have been on 
a nervous tension; you think you have 
to bear the burden all yourself. Wait thou 
on God, east your burden upon Him. Let 
the tension go. Be still, slacken the rope 
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and know that I am God Who eareth for 
you. Before the Church can hope to profit 
much from this Pentecostal program we 
must learn to wait upon God and have Him 
do great things for us. The disciples did 
great things for God, but they waited un- 
til God had done great things for them. 
“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength.” 


The disciples, waiting throughout those 
peaceful hours, discerned the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit was 
there but only by waiting in the spirit of 


The critics of Jesus in the New Testa- 
ment are of many kinds nor is their kind 
extinct. In Gadara we meet the dollar 
critic. Jesus has driven the demons from 
the two helpless derelicts that dwelt among 
the tombs and the herd of swine became 
“possessed” and rushed into the sea. Here 
comes a committee of Gadarene citizens to 
thank and honor this new healer. We can 
hear them offering him the key to their 
city, showering him with their gifts, yea, 
actually worshiping him. We expect to 
read: “And now Capernaum is no longer 
his own city, he has gone to live in Gadara, 
the city of loving appreciation.” Of course, 
we are dreaming. Such a beautiful thing 
might have been but wasn’t. The commit- 
tee from Gadara Chamber of Commerce 
politely asked Jesus to leave, pass the fron- 
tier and never come back. Jesus had 
seen two saved souls but the Gadarenes 
had their eyes on the lost profits! Their 
spectacles had the dollar sign on them. 
Ah! how much good we would do if we 
could only afford it! 

We can’t charge the dollar criticism to 
the Pharisees. It was and is a “popular” 
criticism, found wherever people are 
found. 

Jesus returns to “His own city” and 
there we meet the theological critic. Here 
comes the man sick of the palsy. Jesus 
says: “Son be of good cheer, thy sins be 
forgiven thee.” Enter at once the theolog- 
ical critic. He is a scribe, a writer, a man 
of books. He smells of the library and 
the debating room. He is interested in a 
problem in a book. Jesus sees a sin-sick 
soul. The scribe sees a theological puzzle: 
“Who can forgive sins but God only?” 
Who, indeed, except the Man who puts 
the soul above a book! 

Jesus calls Matthew and we are intro- 
duced to the respectability critic. “Why, 
he is actually eating with publicans and 
sinners.” Let those who think they are 
brave face the respectability critic. They 
will find a foe worthy of their steel. “O 
look at the physician! He is actually en- 
tering a home with a yellow sign on the 
door. He has come into contact with a 
contagious disease. He is irretrievably 
ruined. His reputation is irrevocably 
gone.” Not so, he has shown his high 
calling and shall not lose his reward. Let 
the spiritual physician display the same 
courage—if he dares. His task is harder 
than the medical man’s. He must eat with 
them, win their confidence, bear with them, 
be betrayed by them, and erucified by, with 
and for them, The respectability critic, 
it is hardly necessary to add, is a Pharisee. 

Another scene brings us into the death 
chamber of a little girl and here we meet 
the realist critic. He is not a seribe, not 
a Pharisee, nor is he the “man in the 
street.” No, this time our eritic is a 
professional—in this case a hired mourner. 
The professional critic is a realist — he 
knows. And his weapon isa laugh. Jesus 
said: “Depart mourners, for the maid is 
not dead but sleepeth.” And they laughed 
Him to scorn. They knew. They were 
familiar with death. They had come to 


prayer and meditation did they discern the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit. 
It is said that Alexander, after he had 
conquered most of the known world, wept 
because he could not find other worlds to 
conquer, He failed to enjoy the things he 
possessed. That is true of us. The Holy 
Spirit is here. We need not pray for the 
Holy Spirit to come from Heaven, for the 
Spirit to descend. The Spirit is here—but 
we fail to discern His presence and enjoy 
the heritage that is ours. The writer of 
the 139th Psalm had a sense of the every- 


Jesus and His Critics 


By Addison H. Groff 


perform professionally, not to listen to 
fairy tales. They were realists. “Facts 
are facts,” said they. 

Jesus said: “Peter is asleep and I shall 


PRAYER FOR EDITORS AND 
PUBLISHERS 


By Dr. Lewis O. Hartman 
Editor of “Zion’s Herald” 


O Thou God of all wisdom, whose 
Son Jesus Christ hath heralded 
throughout the earth the good news 
of an invisible and eternal kingdom 
of love and truth, bless, we pray 
Thee, all messengers of light every- 
where. We thank Thee that, under- 
neath the manifold struggles of life 
and the mysterious contradictions of 
this world, there ever abides a fun- 
damental rationality and meaning, 
and that, with the process of the 
suns, mankind is slowly apprehend- 
ing the beneficent purposes of the 
Infinite Father. Open our blind 
eyes, we beseech Thee, that we may 
not only discover secrets of hidden 
knowledge and come to understand 
particular phases of truth, but also 
discern at least in dim outline the 
Creator’s all-embracing plan. 

Help us never to fear the truth. 
Give us minds hospitable to every 
new philosophic insight, to every 
fresh scientific discovery. Courage, 
Lord, is our pressing need—courage 
to hear, to speak, to write, to act 
in accordance with heavenly princi- 
ples. Forbid that, as we follow the 
gleam, any one of us should be in- 
timidated by the dread of possible 
consequences and, abandoning the 
quest, should become a mere man- 
pleaser when he might be winning 
the approval of a righteous God. 
Forgive our sins. We are weak, but 
Thou art strong. Thou knowest our 
frame and rememberest that we are 
dust. We humbly confess that we 
have sometimes bartered the truth 
for selfish advantage or for commer- 
cial gain. Look down in mercy upon 
us, and guard us from the insidious 
iniquity of false propagandism. Save 
us from this terrible prostitution, 
and help us to preserve the honor 
and integrity of our souls. Let Thy 
richest benediction rest upon all 
those who are seeking in any way 
to reveal the love and wisdom of God 
to their fellow-men. Be Thou the 
guide and constant companion of 
scholars in the midst of their re- 
search, of the writers of books and 
the publishers of them, of the makers 
of newspapers and magazines, of all 
who train the minds of men or mold 
public opinion. Grant that these 
Thy servants may ever walk in the 
path of the just, which is as a shin- 
ing light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. Amen. 


Marcu 27. 1930 


whereness of the Spirit of God and knew 
that he could not evade His presence, Even 
so today the Spirit is here. 
“Speak to Him thou, for He hears, 
And spirit with spirit may meet; 
Closer is He than breathing, 
And nearer than hands and feet.” 
The Spirit is here; but we, like the dis- 
ciples of old, must wait on God and have 
our souls sensitized to the soul of God in 
order that we may discern the presence of 
His Spirit. 
Greenville, Pa. 


wake him.” The realist said “He is dead. 
He'll never amount to anything.” Jesus 
insisted: “Nay, but there is sleeping in 
him a spiritual giant and when I wake him 
he will stand before kings.” 

Jesus pointed to Mary Magdalene. The 
realist said: “She is dead to all that is holy 
she is lost.” Jesus said: “She is only 
sleeping.” The realist laughed. He has 
been laughing down the years and today 
his laugh is heard, loud, raucous, disturb- 
ing. 

Marriage, love, home, children—ha! ha! 
Mid-Victorian hypocrisy! 

God—laughter of scientist, the profes- 
sional, the man who knows, 


International Peace—laughter of war- 
makers, who know that war is hell and 
who believe man is hopelessly and eternal- 
ly condemned to it. 

Temperance—laughter of the man who 
knows—especially for a fee. 


In Matthew 9 we read that Jesus heals 
a dumb man. The people marveled. The 
Pharisee is at a loss. He can’t deny the 
fact nor the power. He can only impugn 
the motive. “He is in league with the 
devil.” Here we meet the critic in the 
role of character assassin. This time he 
draws fire from Jesus, and no mistake, 
Jesus lays down the law that when a man 
in so far gone that he insists on calling good 
evil and evil good, he has committed the 
sin against the Holy Ghost and for him 
there is no forgiveness, neither in this 
world nor in the world to come. 


The religious critic turns up in Matthew 
12. Jesus’ disciples thresh a few heads of 


wheat as their path winds across the grain 


field. What a charming picture! But ah! 
isn’t it the Sabbath? Here is a man with 
a withered hand. Jesus restores it. How 
beautiful! But—it is the Sabbath. Our 
critic is a good man with that goodness 
that is an enemy of the best. Jesus saw 
a withered hand—His critics saw lines in 
a book. Jesus was for the man—His crities 
for the institution. 

The critic with an inferiority complex 
greets us in Matthew 13:54 ff. Is not this 
the carpenter’s son? We know this man’s 
parents, we went to school with Him and 
His brothers and sisters. He can’t be 
much. Nothing great can happen to our 
town. Oh the curse of those who expect 
nothing, who entertain no high hopes for 
themselves, their neighbors, their commu- 
nity, their Church, their world—the men 
who are licked before they start. “On 
what meat doth this Caesar feed that he 
is become so great? If we stab him will 
he not bleed?” Brutus stabbed him and 
he died. And Brutus well said: “The 
fault is not in the stars, but in ourselves 
that we are underlings.” The world waits 
for men who believe in the carpenter’s 
Son as their baptism into a new belief in 
their own power to reach the heights. 

Jesus had His critics because He dared 
much. The disciple is not above His mas- 
ter. How much criticism are you arousing? 
Tts measure is the measure of your daring 
deeds. 
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“Herod was greatly delighted to see Jesus.” 


Pilate suggested that Jesus be sent to 
Herod in those memorable days when Jesus 
was on trial. Somehow or other Pilate 
did not know what to do with Jesus at 
first. He saw no wrong in Him. He could 
find no fault with Him. That shows some 
intelligence and good judgment in Pilate 
for the moment. Therefore, Pilate thinks 
to escape any responsibility concerning 
Jesus, that he will deliver Him into the 
hands of Herod into whose jurisdiction 
Jesus really belonged. And when Jesus 
came into the presence of Herod, we see 
Jesus fully aware of the peculiar situation 
that stared Him in the face. But Herod 
was greatly delighted to see Jesus. For a 
long time Herod was so desirous to see 
Him because he had heard so much news 
about Him. Jesus had been stirring up 
the people, had shared his gospel with 
them, had been antagonized by the ec- 
clesiastics, and had led many people to 
become His disciples. Besides, Herod had 
hoped to see Jesus do some great miracle. 
That would interest Herod so much that 
he could hardly wait to tell Jesus what it 
would all mean to him. But it mattered 
not how much Herod expected from Jesus, 
how many attempts he made to lead Jesus 
to talk or to do a miracle. Jesus flatly 
refused. He simply kept silent. He simp- 
ly ignored Herod: And He did all this 
without the slightest fear or hesitation. 
Wonderful this is, indeed, on the part of 
Jesus! We rejoice in this attitude of 
Jesus. Herod, of course was disappointed, 
and likely the chief priests and scribes 
were as provoked as they could be. “And 
Herod with his soldiers set him at nought, 
and mocked him, and arraying him in gor- 
geous apparel sent him back to Pilate.” 

We never did think well of Herod, but 
we do think less of him when he would 
make sport of Jesus in these critical days 
of His life and ministry. This whole 
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Herod Delighted 


Gustav R. POETTER 


procedure on the part of Herod shows 
what a really trivial character he was. He 
appears in his usual disposition as a per- 
fect example of the genial, superficial 
curiosity seeker. It provokes us that this 
was a sort of picnic for Herod. He is de- 
lighted that he can see Jesus, for no good 
reason but simply to ridicule the Master. 
What a revelation of a “loquacious empty- 
pated chatterbox confronted with the 
regal silence of Jesus!” What a 
great revelation of the attitude which Je- 
sus took, simply ignoring this empty- 
headed Herod, keeping silent, His silence 
really a perfect tribute to utter insignifi- 
eance. What shall we say? Is it pos- 
sible that far away incident may no longer 
be true? No, it may still be true of even 
present day followers of Jesus; they may 
unconsciously behave in this very way. 
When we do not take Jesus seriously in 
His precepts and life, believe me, we are 
not far from the type of a Herod. And 
the pity is there are too many superficial 
followers of Jesus Christ today. They are 
pre-occupied with endless things. Their 
time is so much under the influence of 
the things which the Gentiles seek. With- 
out realizing it, perhaps, they are mak- 
ing sport of Jesus who came to seek and 
to save us. And I am not thinking of the 
serious outlook in Russia under the Soviet 
regime. That is terrible, indeed, when 
innocent Christians in this enlightened 
twentieth century must submit to such 
heartless persecution and even to loss of 
property and life to satisfy an atheistic 
group of godless rulers. No; we might be 
doing the same thing by trivially dealing 
with the requirements of the religion of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Sup- 
pose we stop, look and listen on the way 
of life. . 

Did the crucifixion of Jesus make any 
impression on a Herod? Did the whole 


Luke 23:8 (Moffatt) 


conception of sacrifice in the life of Jesus 
awaken any interest in Herod’s type of 
character? Did the integrity of Jesus set 
a Herod to thinking? Absolutely not; for 
all these sides of the life of Jesus never 
stirred him or any of his kith and kin. 
Such things were foreign to that wicked 
ruler. His way of living made no re- 
sponse to it. Indeed, Herod lived in a dif- 
ferent atmosphere. He was a fool. He 
was superficial, lackadaisical, trifling be- 
cause he had no good background of 
worthwhile character. No wonder he was 
so blind to the merits of Jesus. He sowed 
unto the flesh and of the flesh he received 
a harvest that led to his moral and spirit- 
ual death. That law works yet, and will 
until the consummation of things. 

Does that make any impression on us? 
Can we escape the fate of a Herod if we 
walk in his ways of living? To ask the 
question is to answer it. Indeed, life is 
serious and earnest. Life is not a dream. 
Life is a reality. It is a gift from God 
to be accounted for as much as we do for 
any thing else in this world. The same 
kind of judgment awaits us that crushed 
Herod unless we take Jesus seriously and 
allow Him to have His way with us. Not 
that Jesus opposes the bright and happy 
side of life; not that He frowns on pleas- 
ures of purity of life; not that He expects 
us to isolate ourselves from the uplifting 
influences of joyous living; no, He enjoyed 
God’s people and God’s world. His was 
a joyous personality. He ever conquered 
that side of life that drags us down. He 
was superior to the lusts of the flesh. 
He walked by the Spirit. There you see 
the secret of His life. And there you 
see that He could not feel at home with 
such a victim of sin as Herod. He woulda 
not jeopardize himself by trifling with a 
Herod. No; He would pass him by in 
silence. 


A Letter From London 


The Archbishop’s 1930 Motto 


The motto for 1930 given by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury has been summarzed 
in the phrase “Each for all.” It was his 
privilege to speak to the nation from 
Canterbury Cathedral on the eve of the 
New Year. His main purpose was to eall 
all the people of this country to a new and 
sustained acceptance of individual re- 
sponsibility. He recalled the time, sixteen 
years ago, when the whole community was 
called to meet a sudden crisis. This was 
met not by the ability of statesmen chiefly, 
nor by the plans of commanders, but by 
the determination of every citizen to “do 
his bit.” In the new and more compli- 
cated task of recovery and reviving the 
trade on which the life of the people de- 
pends, there is a call for the same unity 
and sense of responsibility. In the Church, 
he said, we have taken our Christianity for 
granted, and in many ways the founda- 
tions of the Christian faith are being un- 
dermined. If Christianity is to be a grow- 
ing power each individual Christian must 
take his share. There is a threefold de- 
mand upon him. First, knowledge; second, 
witness; third, loyalty. 

This was his question put to the nation— 
“Are the British folk out still to become 
more truly than before a Christian nation? 
This can only be if each individual Chris- 
tian puts his loyalty, his witness, and his 
conviction in the service of the cause.” 


International Parties in London 


A regular feature of the work of the 
Society of Friends at their London head- 


By Hupert W. PEET 


quarters at Friends House in Euston Road, 
is to make it an “International Centre.” 
Christmas makes an opportunity for this 
in arranging Christmas parties for foreign 
visitors and these are becoming increasing- 
ly popular. On Saturday, 14th December, 
1929, they held a Foreign Students’ party, 
when over 150 students from Holland, Ger- 
many, Austria, Hungary, Denmark, Nor- 
way, Poland, America, India, Ceylon, West 
Indies, China, Japan, United States, Can- 
ada, Egypt and West Africa were present, 


On Tuesday, December 31, for the third 
year, they invited colored children of Afri- 
can descent. This is always a popular 
party for the Friends, for the children 
from all parts of London, but chiefly from 
the East End dockland districts, are so 
lively and cheerful and also so well be- 
haved that it is a pleasure to have them. 
Two hundred and fifty were invited and 
over two hundred came. The photograph 
of cutting the cake is always the first 
event, with much eagerness to be in it. 
Then follows tea, drawn out this time, for 
a lorry load from Canning Town was nearly 
an hour late in arriving. 


Games for old and young followed, and 
an hour’s entertainment to finish in the 
Large Meeting House by Walter Wilkin- 
son’s “Peep Show,” which is a great favor- 
ite with all children of all colors and 
sizes. With a bag of fruit and sweets, a 
present for each one, and a silver three- 
penny piece sent by a Quaker from Hull 
for each child, the party broke up to dis- 
perse to all parts of London, Rotary Club 


members most willingly supplied cars for 
the transport. 


An Adventure of the Church 

In Somers Town, which is behind Euston 
Station, there are slums which have long 
been the despair of all who know that part 
of the Northwest London. There are three 
big railway centres close together, Euston, 
King’s Cross and St. Pancras. Since these 
were built the district already crowded be- 
came terribly overcrowded, for there are 
great numbers of Londoners who, by the 
nature of their work, have to live near the 
centre, and indeed cannot afford to live 
far away. But in that depressed and 
gloomy neighborhood there was a brave 
parson, Father Jellicoe, head of the Mag- 
dalen College Mission. With only £250 
capital he resolved to help the people to 
improve their houses. He started a foun- 
dation of a guild, whose one rule was to 
pray every day for the proposed Housing 
Scheme. Almost immediately money be- 
gan to come in. Some old houses were 
bought and made into decent dwellings, at 
a cost of about £7,000. Then a large site 
was bought for £23,000, consisting of 
three blocks with 68 houses. These eight 
new flats were built and opened in June, 
1928; and the good work has gone on; but 
they are not done yet, and still need 
£130,000 to complete the scheme. Two 
women estate managers look after the 
buildings and there is a wonderful friend- 
liness between them and the tenants. Truly 
a great housing adventure! And others in 
other places are looking on and learning 
the way. 
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Symposium: “What Will Cause Modern Men To Repent?” 
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(Below are published some additional views upon the above subject, the first of which appeared in the issue of Mar. 13) 


WHAT WILL CAUSE MODERN MEN 
TO REPENT? 


By Enla Nicholson 


When we know of our Church members, 
and so-called ladies at that, helping con- 
duct a young people’s program, then going 
away from the Church and before out of 
sight getting too drunk to walk straight or 
even stand unassisted, we truly wonder the 
how of repentance, also we would sing 
with the old colored brethren, “O! Lord, 
how long?” 

Surely the only thing that will cause 
modern man to repent will have to be some 
kind of a shock—something to literally 
catapult him out of his shell of complac- 
ency, which veneer has so completely 
glazed modern man that but rarely do we 
have opportunities to look into his heart 
and know the soul. There must be some 
sudden change, not necessarily in his own 
life, but let it happen to a dearly loved 
friend. Let that friend lose health, repu- 
tation, a good job, because of failure to 
live the four-square life, mentally, moral- 
ly, physically, spiritually. That is such a 
thing as will bring us to our senses, so to 
speak, will make us “cast the beam out of 
our own eye so that we may see clearly 
to cast the mote out of our brother’s eye” 
and encourage him to repent. 

Being just out of college and having been 
much among the typically modern, I am 
speaking directly from my heart out of 
wisdom gained from painfully heart-rend- 
ing observation. Every day I am more 
grateful for having been brought up in a 
strictly Christian home. I wish that I 
could shield my parents from hearing 
things which they are too pure-minded 
and unsuspecting to see. O! how I wish 
that I did not know so much to embitter 
the mind with the modern mood of unrest, 
the trend to hypocrisy. But we must know 
the truth, that the truth shall make us free. 
Bewailing the situation will not bring 
about repentance. 


Relying on prayer and preaching, I fear 
we forget to remember that the Lord helps 
those who help themselves. Nor must we 
fail to depend on faith as well as works. 
However, we must do our part to make 
our prayers come true. Furthermore, let 
us not consider the task of the moment as 
solely the preacher’s job. Rarely from the 
pulpit does he have opportunity to make 
an appeal which would be as influential as 
would be a life filled with wholesome ideals 
lived in a sincere way during intimate asso- 
ciation with a close friend, The world 
might sneer with some saying as, “Birds 
of a feather flock together,’ but “Judge 
not that ye be not judged”—God knows 
the heart and He will give us peace of 
mind while we stand staunch and true and 
fulfill His command as given in Isaiah 45: 
22—“Tiook unto Me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth: for I am God, and 
there is none else.” 


WHAT WILL CAUSE MODERN MEN 
TO REPENT? 


By Hesser C. Ruhl 


We moderns need a clear vision, a vital 
experience of the Christ God sent; not of 
convention, denominational rivalry, the 
congregational clique, the soulless bulletin 
board, or the ethical philosopher. God and 
Christ must be more to us than the trade- 
mark of a profession or the bywords of the 
profane. Heaven must be more to us than 
a coward’s refuge from death and hell. 
Churches must be more than clubs, and reli- 
gion more than a preachment or nursery 
rhyme. We need a faith shared in life 
rather than professed in creed. 

While His modern apostles follow Christ 
afar off there is little likelihood of repent- 
ance. We need priests and prophets whose 
Christ is not made to order like Aaron’s 
calf or like our stall-fed, penny-paid, fair- 
weather religion. We follow thoughtlessly 
now with faithless Peter whose temper and 
tone are like our own. ‘He does not repent, 
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neither do we. Not until Peter proves his 
penitence and love toward Christ can he 
call the thousands to repent and follow 
Christ. The modern apostle who has noth- 
ing to regret, no confession to make, no 
transformed life to share, is a smoky lamp 
by which to read the truth and a poor in- 
terpreter of the writing of the piereed 
hand upon life’s temple walls. 

The present state of static equilibrium 
between the Church and the world does 
not convict us moderns of sin. To repent 
we must know that we are weighed in the 
balances and found wanting. Now we are 
willing to take our chances before Divine 
Justice with the majority of these who 
profess to follow Christ. We are as good 
as they and they only as good as we. 

There is nothing in a Church supper or a 
soft pew or a pleasing sermon to make a 
man repent. The modern fishers of men 
have the right bait for suckers but not 
for souls. Will someone show us the dif 
ference between our daily bread and the 
Bread of Life? Doubt and sentimentalism, 
lethargy, monotony, and ease we have 
enough. Where can I find faith and behold 
self-sacrifice? Who has a challenge to ad- 
venture and rigorous discipline in religious 
life? Enough of jazzed religion with the 
promise of a Jazz Heaven! Our souls are 
snared, starved, and deluded by sensuous 
excitement and thrills. We despond and ~ 
seek release in death but we do not repent. 
Who cares? Not one of those pew-sitting 
worshipers of God; not even a pulpit par- 
rot has spoken except to salve the sores 
that fester inward to my soul. Id rather 
be a sinner than a gilded saint. ~ 

Not tradition but truth, not form but 
sincerity, not censure but love, not self- 
righteousness but fruits worthy of repent- 
ance will cause this sin-habituated, spirit- 
ually numbed, sensuous world to turn like 
the blasphemous Peter at the crowing of 
the cock to face the Nazarene. 


(Continued on page 13) 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Sohei Kowta from 1396 O’Farrell 
St., to 2352 Pine St., San Francisco, Calif, 


In First Church, High Point, N. C., Rev. 
W. R. Shaffer, pastor, on Mar. 14 a CO. E. 
Rally was held. A banquet was held at 
6.30 P. M., with over, 100 young people 

Trinity Church, Mountville, Pa., Rev. J. 
Wm. Zehring, pastor, will receive new 
members on Good Friday evening. Holy 
Communion Easter Sunday. S. 8. Easter 
services will be held at 7 P. M. 

The “Messenger” just received word of 
the passing of Rev. John Grossman, of 
Herrick, S. D., on Nov. 13, 1929, at the 
age of 55 years. We are sorry to report 
the loss of another faithful servant of our 
Church. 

The Ministerial Union of Philadelphia 
and Vicinity will meet Monday, Mar. 31, 
at 11 A. M. in assembly room at the Y. M. 
CO. A., 1421 Arch St., Phila. An address on 
“What Happened at Pentecost” will be 
delivered by Bishop G. D. Batdorf, of the 
United Brethren Church. 

After 7 years of service in the chair of 


REV. JOHN D. THOMAS, Ph.D. 


We regret to learn of the passing 
of Rev. John D. Thomas, Ph.D., an- 
other veteran of our Church, who 
died at his home in Frederick, Md., 
on Mar. 3, aged 75 years. Although 


without a pastorate, these last years 


of his life were filled with active 
service and he frequently served his 
brethren in the ministry. He is sur- 
vived by his wife and 2 brothers. 
A fuller account of his life and 
labors will appear in an early issue 
of the “Messenger.” 


Psychology and Ethies at Albright College, 
Myerstown, Pa., Dr. J. Lewis Fluck was 
transferred to the new Albright, Reading, 
Pa., where, at a recent meeting of the 
Board of Trustees, he was elected as head 
of the department. The present registra- — 
tion in this department includes 233 stu- — 
dent names. a 
St. Luke’s Chureh, Lock Haven, P 


» 
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Rev. Wm. E. Harr, pastor, has prepared 
an attractive 4-page Lenten Calendar leaf- 
let. Wednesday evening Lenten services 
are being held. Services will be held each 
evening of Holy Week, with the exception 
of Saturday, with addresses by visiting 
ministers. A musical service will be held 
Good Friday. Holy Communion, Easter 
Day. Confirmation on Palm Sunday. 


Our teacher of English in the Bowling 
Green Academy, Miss Agnes Wolf, has re- 
cently been under surgical treatment in a 
hospital. She is able now to get about 
on crutches. Under these circumstances, 
contributions toward her modest salary 
from interested individuals will be spe- 
cially helpful. We are glad to acknowl- 
edge receipt of $1 from a friend in 
Emanuel -Church, Hanover, Pa. The 
“Messenger” will gladly transmit any con- 
tributions sent for her at this time of 
stress and strain. 


In the Bausman Memorial Church, Wyo- 
missing, Pa., Rev. D. B. Clark, pastor, the 
Wednesday evening Lenten sermons are 
being preached on “contrasts”; Two Ways 
of Observing Lent, Two Kinds of Influ- 
ence, Authority, Repentance and Two 
Kinds of Cross Bearing. Confirmation 
Palm Sunday and Holy Communion Kaster 
Day. 

Zion Church, York, Pa., Rev. J. Kern 
McKee, pastor, observed its 4th annual 
Family Day on Mar. 16. The offering 
goal was set at $500, for better kitchen 
equipment. The Wednesday evening Len- 
ten sepakers are: Revs. W. E. Garrett, 
EH. V. Strasbaugh, Purd E. Deitz and How- 
ard EH. Sheeley. 

St. Peter’s Church, Zelienople, Pa., Rev. 
Dr. J. H. String, pastor, has been having 
a special service each Sunday evening, 
sponsored by a group of workers. Even 
on stormy evenings there has been a good 
attendance. The people have greatly en- 
joyed singing the glad gospel songs from a 
new book containing many well-known 
favorites. On Mar. 25 the Men’s Friend- 
ship Class sponsored a Father and Son 
banquet. 

St. James Church, West Reading, Pa., 
Rev. J. B. Landis, pastor, has issued an 
attractive “Lenten Season” program. On 
Wednesday evening, Mar. 5, Homer L. 
Morris, of the Reading Hospital, gave a 
lecture under the auspices of the Ladies’ 
Aid and W. M. 8. On Mar. 9 the pastor 
exchanged pulpits with Rev. Samuel Giv- 
ler. A musical service was rendered in 
the evening. Confirmation on Palm Sun- 
day. Holy Communion, Hast Sunday. 

A Mission Study class, the second for 
the winter, was held in St. James Church, 
Allentown, Pa., Rev. Joseph 8S. Peters, D.D., 
Monday, Mar. 24, from 1 to 5 P. M. It 
was sponsored by the W. M. S., of which 
Mrs. Charles C. Bachman is president. The 
mid-week Lenten services are well attend- 
ed; the pastor is using the Wednesday sub- 
jects submitted in the “Fellowship of 
Prayer” booklet. <A class of 22 young peo- 
ple will be confirmed on Palm Sunday. 

First Church, Cincinnati, O., Rev. A. P. 
Schnatz, pastor, has issued an artistic Len- 
ten program. Wednesday evening Lenten 
services are being held, and before each 
service an interesting, educational motion 
picture is being shown. Dr. Rufus C. Zart- 
man is conducting revival and evangelistic 
services Mar. 23-28. A 9.30 A. M. service 
will be held Good Friday, in addition to 
the evening service. Confirmation and re- 
ception of members on Palm Sunday. Holy 
Communion Easter Sunday. 

In First Church, High Point, N. C., Rev. 
W. R. Shaffer, pastor, on Mar. 14 a C. E. 
Rally was held. A banquet was held at 
6.30 P. M., with over 100 young people 
in attendance. At 8 o’clock, Dr. Ira Lan- 
drith, of Chicago, spoke on citizenship to 
a crowded auditorium. It was pronounced 
one of the best addresses heard in High 
Point. The anniversary program of Pente- 
cost will be observed with services each 
evening during Holy Week. Holy Commu- 
nion will be observed on Thursday evening 


before Easter. A musical program is being 
prepared for East Sunday. 28 members 
nave volunteered to assist the pastor in 
visitation during the Spring campaign. 

The first Worid Day of Prayer Service 
to be observed in Frackville, Pa., was held 
in St. Peter’s Reformed Church, kev, Adam 
i, Schellhase, pastor, under the auspices 
ot the W. M. 8. Three other Protestant 
Churches joined in the service and a very 
fine community spirit permeated the meet- 
ing. ‘The society from each Church partici- 
pating in the service had a part im this 
program. Mrs. Schellhase, Mrs. D. F. 
toppes and Mrs. Albert Bankes, W. M. 8. 
president, were on the program from the 
1ocal society. 

In St. James Church, Allentown, Pa., 
Rev. Joseph 8. Peters, D.D., pastor, on 
Wednesday, Mar. 19, at 4 P. M., Harold 
S. Kuhns, and Gladys W. Frantz, the 
daughter of Elder Robert W. Frantz, of 
St. James Church, were united in holy wed- 
lock by the pastor. It was the occasion of 
a brilliant Church wedding at which 
friends and guests crowded the auditorium. 
A reception was held immediately after the 
ceremony at the Hotel Allen. After an 
extended wedding trip, the young couple 
will reside in Allentown in their newly fur- 
nished apartment. 

Holy Communion was administered to 
Hope congregation, Excelsior, Pa., by Rev. 
O. F. Schaeffer, of Berwick. The weather 
was ideal, the attendance and interest 
inspiring. 75 per cent of the membership 
communed. Offering, $28.90, for the new 
Apportionment. The deacon-elect, Mr, 
James A. Price, was inducted into office. 
Excelsior is a mining town of 900 people 
and is located between Shamokin and Mt. 
Carmel. Hope Church is the only Protes- 
tant Church in the town and was served 
very faithfully for many years, and until 
his demise, by the Rev. Albert Gonser. The 
congregation reveres his memory. “He be- 
ing dead yet speaketh.” 

frinity Church, Tamaqua, Pa., Rev. A, 
C. Thompson, D.D., pastor, has issued an 
interesting Lenten and Easter program. 
The Sunday morning subjects are under 
the general, title of the “Fellowship of 
Prayer.” At the evening services the pas- 
tor speaks on “Gospel Challenges to Deci- 
sion.” Services will be held each evening 
of Holy Week with the exception of Satur- 
day. Holy Communion on Good Friday 
and Easter Day. The Wednesday evening 
Lenten preachers are: Revs. Adam HE, 
Schellhase, W. H. Snyder, John L. Herbs- 
ter, Edgar W. Kohler, D. K. Laudenslager 
and Frank D. Slifer. The S. S. program 
will be given Easter Monday. Special 
music will be rendered Easter evening. 

In the Myerstown, Pa., Church, Rev. 
David Lockart, pastor, an impressive mu- 
sical service was held on the evening of 
Mar. 16. The Junior, 8. S. and Church 
choirs sang “Lift Up Your Heads,” by 
Knowlton; “O God, Our Help In Ages 
Past” by Pike; “The Lord Is My Light” 
by Parker. Then the 38 choirs in a chorus, 
more than 50 voices, sang, “The Sun Shall 
Be No More Thy Light” by Woodward. 
The choirs are conducted by Miss Eliza- 
beth M. Light, Mrs. Hattie M. Schoener, 
and Mrs. David Lockart. The Church was 
filled with a highly appreciative audience. 


* A chorus choir will sing Stainer’s “Cruci- 


fix” on Palm Sunday evening. 

In Boehm’s Church, Blue Bell, Montgom- 
ery Co., Pa., Rev. Edward R. Cook, pastor, 
Thursday evening Lenten services are be- 
ing held with the following guest preach- 
ers: Revs. Edward J. Mattson, Richard 
M. Howells, N. G. Groton and Cyrus T. 
Glessner. At the Union service: Palm Sun- 
day, under the auspices of the Ministerial 
Association, in the Ambler Theatre at 3 
P. M., Rev. Walter B. Greenway, president 
of Beaver College, will make the address, 
On Holy Thursday, Rey. Charles E. Miller 
will be the preacher, and Rev. George Crist 
will preach Good Friday. Confirmation 
and Holy Communion Easter Sunday. Spe- 
cial music at each. service. 
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Active Business and 
Professional Men Commend— 


GOD»» MAN 


By BLAIR,SCOTT 


(Grandson of Walter Scott) 
A Helpful Manual for Daily Use 


Every phase of a spiritual life is here 
made clear as sunlight to the busy 
Christian. 


An intensely practical handbook which 
shows us the spiritual achievements of the 
Master, the prophets, and holy men of ex- 
alted thought as recorded in the Scriptures; 
and emphasizes the truth that the divine 
power is available to all who reflect the 
“Will of God.” 


A book to study in conjunction with the 
Scriptures. It will bring to the understand- 
ing the light of truth that giveth ‘power 
against unclean spirits to cast them out, and 
to heal all manner of sickness and all man- 
ner of diseases,’ through the power of God 
that worketh in us. 


Cloth, Round Corners, $1.50 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


NEW YORK, 158 FIFTH AVE.—CHICAGO, 851 CASS ST. 


In St. John’s Church, Phoenixville, Pa., 
Rev. A. A. Hartman, pastor, the Thursday 
evening Lenten addresses are being deliv- 
ered by Revs. L. C. Gobrecht, Raymond E. 
Wilhelm, A. O. Bartholomew, D.D., Ralph 
EK. Stout and C. B. Alspach, D.D. Dr. Als- 
pach will be the speaker in a week of serv- 
ices Mar. 31-Apr. 6, inclusive. The people 
are using the booklet, “Fellowship of 
Prayer,” for private devotions, Morning 
worship sermon themes are on the Book of 
Acts. A group has just finished reading 
Bishop McConnell’s book, “Human Needs 
and World Christianity.” The W. M. &., 
of which Mrs. Mark C. Rabert is the new 
president, is busy reading the series of 
books recommended by General Synod. An 
offering towards a new pipe organ is one 
of the goals for Easter. 

St. John’s Church, Bedford, Pa., Rev. 
J. Albert Eyler, pastor, has issued a most 
attractive and artistic Lenten Calendar, 
showing at a glance the pages of the help- 
ful pastoral letter, the Wednesday evening 
Lenten services, the subjects for the Sun- 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


MENEELY BELL ‘CO. 
TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


BELLS 


Church Decorator,- Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER 5 Lebanon, Pa. 


TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM* 


us W\ ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 

[2X] CHURCH BELLS— PEALS 
He, McShane Bell Foundry Co. 
* BALTIMORE, MD. 


M.P. MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 
Endorsed by the most eminent organists. 
Lead all makes for church, school and audi- 
torium use. Every organ a special creation 
for a particular use and guaranteed the high- 
est grade. Booklets and specifications on 
request. 

M. P. MOLLER 


Factory and General Offices 
Hagerstown, Maryland 
Special References: Organs in over three 
hundred» Reformed Churches. 
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day Lenten services and Holy Week and 
Faster services. The Wednesday evening 
meditations are on the Book of Acts. On 
Sunday evenings at services especially for 
young people, the messages are being 
brought by Profs. C. D. Wise, J. A. Hubic- 
sak, W. E. Sheely, Mr. Fredericks and Miss 
Ozena Irvine. Sunday night, April 6, will 
be “Family Night.” Confirmation on Palm 
Sunday and Good Friday evening. Holy 
Communion Easter. 

Miss Elizabeth T. Wiley, who was for 
many years the faithful private secretary 
of Dr. Rufus W. Miller and later the sec- 
retary of Dr. Leinbach in his capacity as 
Executive Secretary of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, passed away Friday, Mar. 
21, at her home, 5430 North 12th Street, 
Phila. Miss Wiley suffered a stroke of 
paralysis on Election Day, 1928, and has 
since that time been a semi-invalid. Every 
one who has been in touch with the work 
of the Board knows of her invaluable serv- 
ices and her lovable Christian personality. 
She was a real friend to all in the Schaff 
Building and will be greatly missed. Fun- 
eral service was conducted at the Bring- 
hurst Chapel, 1924 Arch Street, Phila., on 
Tuesday, Mar. 25, at 10.30 o’clock. 


In Grace Church, Sioux City, Iowa, Rev. 
L. H. Ludwig, pastor, the young people de- 
cided to do something for the Church and 
have issued the first issue of “The Live 
Wire,” a monthly Church paper. The March 
issue is a 10-page, attractive, clever, and 
newsy publication. The average 8. S. at- 
tendance for February was 97. <A very 
large audience greeted Dr. Daniel Burg- 
halter in his stereopticon lecture Jan. 19. 
Although the weather was 14 below zero, 
out of 152 members, 125 were present. In 
the campaign to raise $500, the G. M. G. 
collects magazines and papers to sell, so- 
cials are being held, and the “Reds and 
Blues” are having a contest to raise money 
by individual contributions. Dr. J. C. 
Horning represented the Home Mission 
Board Feb. 9. The Every Member Can- 
vass was made March 2, 


Grace Church, Greencastle, Pa., Rev. G. 
E. Plott, pastor, recently suffered great 
loss, and has been deeply grieved over the 
death of 3 of her most faithful members: 
Mrs. John P. Stover, who for many years 
was Church organist, and Misses Ella and 
Anna Strite, 2 sisters, who passed away 
within a period of 2 weeks’ time. Grace 
Chureh is now undergoing extensive re- 
pairs, being painted within and without. 
A new furnace and sewer system are being 
installed. The first week of June the 75th 
anniversary of the dedication of the pres- 
ent building will be observed at Grace 
Church. A committee is at work making 
preparations for anniversary week. Union 
Lenten services are being conducted with 
the Presbyterian congregation of Green- 
castle. At Trinity Church Lenten services 
are being held Thursday evenings. “Chil- 
dren’s Hour” is held in both Churches on 
Wednesday and Thursday before the eve- 
ning services. 


Allegheny Classis always ends the Clas- 
sical year well toward the top of the list 
in its payments on Apportionments. A fine 
spirit of honorable obligation is shown by 
the congregations of this Classis in en- 
deavoring to pay not only their Apportion- 
ments for 1930, but also to make payments 
on the 1929 Apportionments so as to meet 
them IN FULL. The “Bulletin” of the 
Missionary and Stewardship Committee of 
the Classis says that very good evidence 
that the congregations intend to take the 
1930 Apportionment seriously is seen in the 
fact that last month 14 of the congrega- 
tions of Allegheny Classis made payments 
on the 1929 quotas, making 4 more of them 
enter the 100 per cent class. <A total of 
$3,043 was paid during the month of Febru- 
ary, bringing the Class up from 55 per cent 
to 76 per cent in the amounts paid on the 
7 months’ year ending Dee. 31, 1929. 


In the Jerusalem congregation, Penryn, 


Pa., Rey. George B. Raezer, pastor, a series 
ot special Sunday afternoon Lenten serv- 
ices are beimg held, in which the young 
people are taking an active part. On Mar. 
z3, tev. Mr. brooks was the speaker. On 
Mar. 380 Kev. H. M. Leidy wilt bring the 
message. ‘Lhe pastor has planned a week 
of services foluuowmg the Easter service, 
closing with the Ho1y Communion and re- 
ception of members. ‘The young people 
are preparing an Haster pageant wnicn wil 
be given on Palm Sunaay evenmg under 
the leadership of Mr. A. Y. Keath and Miss 
Meda Diehm. The quarterly congrega- 
tional business meeting will be held Tues- 
day, April 8, 7.45 P. M. A joint Consis- 
torial meeting (annual) is scheduled for 
April 18 at 2 P.M., in the Church at Lititz; 
A. Y. Keath is president, and Thomas H. 
Wolte is secretary. 

The Zion Church, Nanticoke, Pa., Rev. 
Robert W. Hucke, pastor, made a beautiful 
appearance last Sunday, as it was first 
seen with its new beautiful brown velour 
draperies. New draperies have been hung 
around the large choir loft, the pulpit has 
been recovered and a spacious assembly 
room for the choir has been made by means 
of the magnificent draperies. The rront of 
the Church and the chancel presents a 
beautiful harmonious color scheme which 
is conductive to rest and worship. Tune 
Lenten services are very well attended, 
the audiences being at least doubled or 
what they have previously been. Very 
many visitors are noticed at all our serv- 
ices. Six young people of the Sunday 
School wrote essays in the Essay Contest 
recently conducted. The Y. P. Society of 
the Church will give a 3-act comedy in the 
City High School auditorium on the eve 
of Mar. 25. Rev. Mr. Hucke will be the 
guest preacher in St. George’s Episcopal 
Church Mar, 28. 


Miss Katherine I, Hansen, on Feb. 20, 
received a letter from the Chicago Musical 
College apprising her of the fact that in 
recognition of her distinguished service in 
creative and interpretative art, the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Musi¢e was con- 
ferred upon her. “This letter reached 
Sendai the day before the Imperial Edu- 
cational Department the graduating class 
in our music course,’ writes Dr, Allen K. 
Faust. “This examination was given with 
a view of finding out whether the non- 
examination licensure privilege will be 
given to Miyagi College. The examination 
also included the inspection of the meth- 
ods of teaching. and an investigation of 
the qualifications of the teachers in music. 
The result of this examination has not yet 
been published, but it is more than cer- 
tain that Miss Hansen has made a ‘double 
pass.” To my knoweldge, she is the only 
person in Japan now holding this degree. 
It is an honor exceedingly hard to secure, 
but the dean of our musie course has 
secured it, and fully deserves it, and will 
honor it as much as it honors her. I con- 
gratulate her most sincerely, and I know 
her many friends in America will do like- 
wise.” The “Messenger” does, indeed, 
felicitate Miss Hansen upon the receipt of 
this signal honor. 


One of the most glorious and stirring 
services that has been held at Palatinate 
Church, 56th and Girard Ave., Phila., Pa., 
within recent years, was that of Sunday 
morning, Mar. 23. It marked what may 
be truly styled a “Red Letter Day.” For 
on that day, the congregation raised in 
eash and pledges $3,000 to cover an out- 
standing mortgage held by our Home Mis- 
sion Board. Treasurer Joseph 8S. Wise was 
the speaker, as well as the recipient of a 
$1,000 check as a first payment toward 
the clearance of this debt. The entire 
congregation was moved with profound 
gratitude, when the pastor, Dr. H. G. 
Maeder, handed Mr. Wise the check and 
assured him that he was invited to attend 
the service at the next Christmas season, 
when it was hoped he could participate in 
burning the old mortgage now held by the 
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of the 
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and 


YEAR BOOK 
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Board of Christian Education of the 
Reformed Church in the U. S. 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Board. Dr. Maeder informed Treasurer 
Wise that it would be not only a unique, 
but a blessed experience, if other congre- 
gations now indebted to the Home Mission 
Board would make similar efforts toward 
canceling these debts. Many other congre- 
gations have had a like thrill such as 
Palatinate has just experienced. 


After a pastorate of 14 years and 3 
months, Rev. C. G. Beaver has resigned as 
pastor of the Heidelberg Church, Dayton, 
O. He was the first regular pastor of the 
Chureh, beginning his work Jan, 1, 1916, 
with 36 members who had just previously 
been organized into a congregation, Soon 
after beginning his work the present build-- 
ing site was purchased, for $5,000. For 8 
years the congregation worshiped in one 
of Central Seminary’s buildings, now used 
by the students as a garage. On June 17, 
1923, the present beautiful structure was 
dedicated at a cost of over $63,000. The 
debt has been reduced to approximately 
$45,000. During his pastorate, he received 
into the Church 479 members, an average 
of 34 members for each year. Making al- 
lowance for losses through the years the 
present membership is 243. The number 
of baptisms, 218; couples married, 107; 
sermons preached, 1,000; pastoral calls 
made, 6,431; for congregational purposes 
the Church contributed $48,046; for bene- 
volent purposes, $11,954; total contribu- 
tions, $60,000. In addition to work in his 
own Church, he conducted 16 series of 
evangelistic meetings in other Churches, 


Gentral Church, Dayton, O., Dr. Walter 
W. Rowe, pastor, is at present in the midst 
of its Lenten season program. The Wed- 
nesday evening Lenten services are based — 
upon Crucial Incidents in the Life of Jesus. 
The attendance at these services is very 
fine and much interest is being manifested 
on the part of the membership. The Sun- 
day morning sermons are appropriate mes- 
sages for the Lenten season. The evening 
sermons are based on personalities asso- 
ciated with the last days of the earthly 
life of Jesus. Easter Sunday will be a 
busy day in Central Church. There will 
be a sunrise service at 6 o’clock. Holy 
Communion at 8 o’clock. The Chureh 
School at 9.15 and Holy Communion at 
10.30. From 2 to 5 P. M. will be the 
Communion of the Sick. At 7.30 Holy 
Communion and also a pageant, assisted 
by the choir. There will be reception of 
new members on Palm Sunday, Good Fri- 
day and Easter. Stainer’s “Crucifixion” 
will be given by the choir on Good Friday 
night. On Mar. 14 a congregational social 
was held in honor of the choir and also 
for the purpose of giving a farewell to 
Rev. and Mrs. E. E. Young, who recently 
have gone to Delaware, where Rev. Mr. 
Young becomes pastor of the First Church 
of that city. This social proved to be one 
of the largest gatherings of this nature 


ay 
ever held in Central Chureh. The evening 


was one of fine fellowship and the pro- 
gram that was put on by the committee 
proved to be one of great interest. A 
other meeting of great interest was a 
ner given to the men by Mr. Fred Ko 
at the Engineer’s Club of the city. 

ters touching the work of the Church 
especially the financial situation were 
cussed and the meeting proved to 
of great helpfulness, 
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The Lititz, Pa., congregation has united 
with the United Brethren, Moravian, Con- 
gregational Evangelical and Lutheran con- 
gregations in conducting Union Lenten 
services every Wednesday evening. These 
services thus far have been a spiritual up- 
lift both to those Churches co-operating 
and the community at large. These several 
congregations have for years been co- 
operating in community services, such as 
Bible conferences (the last Bible confer- 
ence was conducted by Dr. G. W. Richards, 
who gave 8 days of instruction on the 
Holy Spirit, which was conceded to be the 
finest interpretation of the Holy Spirit ever 
given in Lititz); Union Prayer services 
held e.ch year the first week of January; 
Union Evangelistic services about every 2 
years; Union Summer Bible Schools with 
an enrollment of nearly 300 under 14 years 
of age (these Summer Schools have now 
been conducted for the past 7 years); 
Union Picnics; Union Thanksgiving sery- 
ices; Union Baccalaureate services; Union 
Memorial services, Community Training 
Classes, and Union Leadership Training 
School which opened its session last Sep- 
tember with an enrollment of 52 students. 
Rev. Mr. Raezer was one of the instructors 
at this training school. The pastor and 
people of the Reformed Church have al- 
ways co-operated in the community activi- 
ties, beliving it to be for the best interest 
of Kingdom work. The Reformed congre- 
gation has a class under instruction pre- 
paring for confirmation. They will also 
have services each evening during Passion 
Week, with reception of members and 
Holy Communion on Easter Sunday. They 
are also working with and in the spirit of 
Pentecost, looking for and hoping that 
there may be a deepening of the Spirit and 
a fuller realization of His power in each 
life throughout the community. 


SYMPOSIUM 
(Continued from page 9) 


WHAT WILL CAUSE MODERN MEN 
TO REPENT? 


By W. A. Settlage 


“Modern men,” as we take it, are the 
non-Christians, the backbone of our re- 
public, which would rank foremost among 
the nations. To acquire and maintain this 
position they must ever strive toward the 
Christian ideal. They borrow their mor- 
als from the Church to which they seldom 
give any credit. 

What will cause modern men to repent? 
—a question often asked and variously an- 
swered. Both John the Baptist and Jesus 
begin their ministry with, Repent! Jesus 
closely associates it with “Follow Me.” 
“No one comes to the Father, God, but by 
Me, I am the way, the truth and the life.” 
Repentance signifies that sorrow for sin 
which produces newness of life, a change 
of mind, so that we hate the evil which 
we once loved, forsake bad company in 
which we once delighted and go back to 
God whom we neglected. A bishop once 
said to a wild young man, “De me this 
favor, close yourself up in an empty room 
for a whole day.” He did so and it led to 
his repentance and conversion. Imagine 
the prodigal alone, nothing to disturb him 
in his thinking—“he came to himself.” It is 
difficult for some people to get alone with 
themselves. Some seem to be afraid of 
themselves, afraid that they might have a 
thinking-spell. Not all repented who heard 
John the Baptist and Jesus. Jesus said, “T 
thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because Thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes. “Even so Father: 
for so it seemed good in Thy sight.” 

Repentance is the gracious work of God, 
effected by the Law, for by the Law is the 
knowledge of sin, and through the Gospel, 
which is a power unto salvation for all 
who believe. But man may be a channel 
that God uses to bring about repentance. 
Efforts are made, and rightly so, by preach- 
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ing, teaching, admonishing, inviting, and 
other ways and methods. Were there more 
Hannahs, Marys and Monicas there would 
be fewer modern men, There would not be 
so many outside of the Church if they had 
been brought up in the Church. Disrupted 
homes, the lost family altar, dusty Bibles, 
forgotten prayers, neglect of Church at- 
tendance, disrespect for God’s holy laws 
and sacraments, irreverence, starving and 
poisoning the soul, feeding on the husks of 
the world, lack of Christian education— 
Erziehung—do not bring man to repent- 
ance. Godly parents’ children less often 
fail to repent. God is never at a loss for 
means and ways to bring men to repent- 
ance. 

“Modern men, neither cold nor hot, I 
will spew thee out of my mouth. Because 
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 
I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in 
the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and 
white raiment, that thou mayest be cloth- 
ed, and that the shame of thy nakedness 
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with 
eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” 


WHAT WILL CAUSE MODERN MEN 
TO REPENT? 


By A. Duncombe 

This question goes to the heart of our 
Church troubles. 

If we can find how to change the minds 
of people today concerning their spiritual 
duties their need of forgiveness and neces- 
sity of holy living we shall have solved all 
our other Church problems. There can be 
no way to make a modern man repent that 
has not wrought the same change in the 
mind of the man of yesterday. 

Unless we imagine that our New Testa- 
ment is too old, we shall not look for any- 
thing beyond its pages to bring this change 
to pass. Is it not true that “the whole 
counsel of God” will bring the modern man 
to repentance as much as it did those of 
the first or any other century? Human 
nature is the same. The glory of God 
made Isaiah repent and offer himself for 
service. The glory of Christ brought Peter 
to his knees before Jesus in the boat and 
the same method and presentation will 
have the same effect. Otherwise we are 
deluded in our gospel. 

The sin lies at the prophet’s door. We 
have repudiated the idea of necessity for 
publie worship and do not demand posi- 
tive religious experience as a warrant for 
Chureh membership. Our chief anxieties 
are attendance, harmony and finance. If 
we can keep them coming, keep them 
peaceful, and pay the bills, we are com- 
fortable. 

Jesus was not an alarmist, but He taught 
that this life is fraught with periis and 
that crisis was upon His age and therefore 
upon every age. His parables are nearly 
all warnings and exhortation. He would 
thrust out His people into urgent activity 
for the preservation and advance of a spir- 
itual kingdom — alertness, self-denial and 
great earnestness (violence) were to char- 
acterize their dispositions. Opposition, 
conflict and even persecution might result. 

Yet withal, Jesus taught that peace 
should pervade the minds of His people, 
but this peace and power is promised only 
to those who are on the “go” for the king- 
dom or suffering some loss for its service. 
The fact is that discipline in the Churches 
is dead. The passage about “whosoever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted and who- 
soever sins yet retain they are retained,” 
is a dead letter. Those who are guilty of 
open or flagrant sin are not found in the 
Churches, for they suffer no loss in busi- 
ness or in their own social life by such 
habits of life. Hence the fencing of ta- 
bles is an empty form. Many others live a 
life of complete indifference toward the 
Church. “A happy animalism on a basis 
of moral indifference,” describes their con- 
dition. : 
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This 
Newest 
YELLOW ROSE 


Rev.F. Page Roberts—orange, flame-red 
outside petals, or Talisman—copper and 
apricot-rose, or Julien Potin—vivid yel- 
low. Strong 2-yr. No. 1 FIELD-GROWN 
bush of your choice (value $1.75) FREE 
if you buy both groups of our’ 


ANNE OsES 


LUXEMBOURG GROUP 
Francis Scott Key—Large crimson. 
Los Angeles—F lame pink to gold. 
Luxembourg—Orange yellow. 
Mme. Caroline Testout—Satiny pink. 
Red Radiance—Cerise red. 

ISUNBURST G OUP 
Etoile de France—Garnet red. 
J.J. L. Mock—Rich pink; silvered. 
Mme. Butterfly—Pink and gold. 
Radiance—Pink and salmon. 
Sunburst—Yellow, orange center. 


totaling $4.75. 
5 2-yr. No. 1 FIELD-GROWN bushes $ 3 75 
regular $1 each, either group Post Paid 


GUARANTEED to grow and bloom 


Both groups (10 bushes) sel? 


$7.50 postpaid, and 
Box 362 


yellow rose of your 
choice FREE. 

Moorestown, N. J. 
1930 GUIDE FREE—describes 


1860 1! in S 
CO 70th Anniversary BONUSES 


and bargains in natural colors. 


36 big plump 
bulbs, 24-54% 
in. circumfer- 
ence.Guaran- 
teed to bloom 
this year. 


Includes Mrs. 
Frank Pendle- 
ton (blotched) 
and other gi- 
gantic blooms; 
ruffled garnet 
Neoga; all 
types :nd rare 
orchid and pas- 
tel shades. 36 
bulbs, only 
$1.00 delivered. 


THIS WEEK 
36 additional 
Glads with 
each order of 
these Glads 
and Roses 


Within the Church the test of attend- 
ance is privilege and pleasure, “I enjoy it,” 
is the final reason for coming, giving and 
doing. To be sure there is a sprinkling of 
the older element guided by habit and 
principle who can be depended upon to 
stand firm through varieties of feeling and 
change of leaders, but as a rule if the 
order of worship, the singing and sermons 
are not pleasing to them they soon disap- 
pear and perhaps find something to their 
taste in the other 49 varieties of Protes- 
tant public worship. 


We have taught, and rightly so, that 
much of Jesus’ teaching is figurative and 
must not be taken literally, also that the 
fearful figures of the Revelation are sym-- 
bolic, which is also true; but the effect of 
this upon many minds is that these warn- 
ings are deflated. They are empty of 
meaning and interest. We must avoid 
mentioning hell to ears polite; but if we 
do, it has no terror and indeed has be- 
come the greatest joke of the day in pic- 
ture and in story. Thus has the preacher 
become apologetic instead of authoritative. 
We have thrown away the imperative and 
do not ourselves think that, when we 
preach, our words are the word of God, 
and that by them men are to be saved 
or lost. ; 

There is a warning element in some pul- 
pits, to be sure. Some specialize in it, 
but they are conspicuous by their rarity. 
A few are prophets of despair. They teach 
that the last and greatest cataclysm of the 
ages is upon us and that the bulk of hu- 
manity is on the edge of the abyss and 
about to be pushed over. Other prophets 
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more numerous are blindly optimistic. They 
declare the millenium has begun and that 
this is the dawn of the new day. 

What is the effect of these extremes? 
First that there is an undue caution in 
handling the warning words of Jesus, and 
secondly-the whole subject has been made 
the basis of unprofitable controversy, with 


the result that the people are left without 
the right fear of God and many of Jesus’ 
words never get to them. 

Can we not strike a balance in these 
matters? Are Jesus’ position and teaching 
contradictory ? 

Is there not a view that will not dig 
pessimism out of the Bible nor make this 
life a fool’s paradise? Can we not find a 
message that offers the peace of God which 
passes understanding and yet with a dy- 
namic of God drives His people to earnest- 
ness and patience in the search for the 
lost? We must find it or be content with 
small things, with a partial and inade- 
quate gospel. 

It is the combination of love and fear 
we require—the love of Christ which con- 
strains and the fear of being a castaway 
or counted unworthy of the reward. We 
seek to eliminate all fear, although He 
said, “Fear Him who hath power to cast 
both body and soul into hell.” We have 
stressed the “Come for rest,’ and forgot- 
ten the warnings. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 


There is a time in every one’s life when 
you wish for an opportunity to do some- 
thing for somebody. There is an oppor- 
tunity here at Bethany for someone to do 
a charitable act for a worthy boy. We 
have a boy of fine character, good habits 
and a fine personality, who is a Junior in 
Womelsdorf High School. 

Mr. Kehm saw possibilities in this boy 
and often told him he should work hard 
and “make good” and go to college and 
then to the seminary. Since Mr. Kehm’s 
death the boy has expressed his desire to 
follow his wish, but how can it be accom- 
plished without some help from someone? 

Probably somewhere in our Reformed 
Church there is somebody who would glad- 
ly help this boy of ours, if he only knew 
about him. Think about it! .What a grand 
opportunity to help a boy with such an 
ambition as this! 

Last Wednesday night, through the 
courtesy of the Bell Telephone Company 
of Reading, our children enjoyed an edu- 
cational picture, describing the making and 
operating of the telephone. 

Our old hand-wash machine is beyond 
repairs and yet is needed every day. If 
any of our friends have discarded their 
old washing machines for electric ones, 
we would appreciate a washer. 

—Mrs. C. H. Kehm. 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 


To Present Shaw’s “Pygmalion” 

The Chimes Dramatic Club is rehearsing 
for Bernard Shaw’s “Pygmalion,” which 
they will present in Dietz Hall on the eve- 
ning of Friday, April 4, at 8.30. This is 
one of the English dramatist’s most famous 
comedies; Lynee Fontanne played in it on 
Broadway three years ago. We suggest 
that you come to see what our college stu- 
dents can do with such a noteworthy play. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 
If I asked you “What is the loveliest 


HOME AND 
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The Foremost Living Apostle of Non-Violence 


MAHATMA GANDHI’S IDEAS 
Edited by Charles F. Andrews 
You have read about Gandhi, but do you really understand what he 


stands for? 


His new book explains, with ample quotations from his 


writings, what Mahatma Gandhi has advocated during the course of his 
eventful career. The author of the book has been an intimate of the great 


Indian for many years. 


He knows him as he is. 


Gandhi is proof positive that fidelity to a policy of non-violence need 


not be either craven or futile. 


Here is his own and complete account of 


the grounds of action on which he has become world’s chief practitioner 


of the principles of the Sermon on the Mount. 


No minister tired of the 


empty lip-service Western Christendom pays Jesus can afford to miss 


this restorative to his courage. 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
PERSONALITY 


By RICHARD M. VAUGHAN 


Ought to help a lot of puzzled 
people to organize their combined 
experience and thought into a more 
meaningful understanding of how 
the universe as a whole wishes 
them to regard themselves. 

Price $2.50 


THE CHRISTIAN CONTENT 


OF THE BIBLE 

Or “The Bible Reduced to the 
Standard in Jesus” 

By GEORGE HOLLEY GILBERT 


Aims to retain everything in the 
Bible possible and still remain con- 
sistently Christian throughout, in 
full harmony with the mind of the 
Master and therefore spiritually 
authoritative. Price $2.00 


THE HEART OF WORDS 


By GEORGE ROBERTS 


“He takes a few hundred English 
words and gives to each a homiletic 
turn that will cause the preacher 
of imagination and homiletic gifts 
to see a sermon spring up out of 
almost every word so studied.”’— 
Southwestern Evangel, Texas. 

Price $1.50 


Price $3.00 


WHAT DO WE MEAN BY GOD? 


By C. H. VALENTINE 


“The minister who wants to re- 
produce Pentecost this coming year 
should read, ‘What Do We Mean By 
God?’ It will spur him on to pray- 
er, it will deepen his convictions, 
it will help him to be a man of 
greater faith. I never read a book 
that could do so much for the cold 
intellectual and the warm hearted 
evangelist at. the same time.”— 
Church Management. Price $2.00 


BEHOLD THE MAN 


By FRIEDRICH RITTELMEYER 


“He is seeking even more than 
bare truth, the personality and 
spirit of Jesus. It is no mere 
psychology that he is following but 
psychology plus and that plus is 
largely spiritual insight. It is not 
so much an argument as a vision.” 
—Boston Transcript. Price $1.75 


EARLY TRADITIONS ABOUT 
JESUS 


By J. F. BETHUNE-BAKER 


The simply written, intensely 
readable short life of Jesus in line 
with sound scholarship for which 
your best people have been look- 
ing for years. Probable price $1.50 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


First Greek Play Performances 


The freshman cast presented a reading 
of Euripides’ “Electra” in Dietz Hall on 
the afternoon of Thursday, Mar. 13. The 
sophomore-junior cast gave their produc- 
tion in the evening. Both performances 
were well done; some parts were inter- 
preted with a _ surprising maturity of 
thought. | 


President and Mrs. Curtis Enjoying Trip 


We wish we could include some portions 
of the highly interesting letters which 
President Curtis writes. At present he is 
in Egypt. Glowing accounts of his travels 
in the Madeira Islands, in Spain, Naples, 
and Rome have been received. 


00 Cl |) 0) CE 63 EE 0 aaa) Eiht e500 3100 eas Oe eee 


YOUN GE OTK 


© 0 0 0 Ge 0 0 GS 9 0 Co OU Ge O GM O 0 Ge O 0 Ga OO BOON 


sight you’ve ever seen?’’, I wonder what 
youd say! I know! It’s—it’s a baby, 
isn’t it? Baby brother? Baby sister? 
Japanese boys and girls think so too, for 
they can scarcely wait until they are 
strong enough to carry Baby Taro or 
Baby Kikuyo on their back. I was in 


Honor Basketball Season Ends 


The results of the basketball matches 
with outside colleges this year are: with 
Moravian, home, 40-10; with the Alumnae, 
home, 27-22; with Ursinus, away, 16-20; 
with Ursinus, here, 18-24; with Drexel, 
away, 20-25; with Moravian, away, 41-22. 
(Cedar Crest scores first). ; 

Coming Events 

Homer Nearing, pianist, will give a 
morning concert Friday, April 11, at 10. 
Other events are: “Move-Up” day, April 1; 
the Home Economics Club banquet on Fri- 
day, April 4, at 6.30; the Science Club 
banquet Monday, April 7; Sophomore 
dance, April 5; Easter recess begins on 
April 16. 

—John A. Tallmadge, 


New York’s Harlem, not long ago, where 
for three days and three nights I was 
the only white girl in the cozy, home-~ 

new Y. W. C. A. there. One afternoon I 
went over to the Harlem hospital to see — 
one of the loveliest sights ever! Yes—_ 
I went to see the Negro babies! While 
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PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 
One may heed medical advice to 
avoid crowds by not attending 
Church, only to find oneself later in 
a place more crowded than Churches. 


was waiting at the office, I saw almost 
ten bundles of blue and of pink babies 
being carried by proud fathers while the 
mother tucked the Baby Bunting more 
closely about her babe, as they went out 
together. A tall, handsome Negro nurse 
was my guide. She let me see the mothers 
first;—proud, shiny-eyed mothers. And 
then she let me peep at another room,— 
a large one with rows of little baskets in 
it, tight against each other. Inside the 
baskets nearest the door I spied one babe, 
asleep; another half-awake; a third just 
ready to ery. One was very, very black; 
‘one had scarcely any hair, and the other 
had tight ringlets. More than 150 babies, 
the nurse told me, are born there each 
month. As I went out slowly, I could not 
help but thank God for all the babes in 
those many baskets, who some day, may 
become an even greater singer than Rol- 
and Hayes; an even finer poet than Paul 
Lawrence Dunbar; even nobler teachers, 
nurses, lawyers and welfare workers than 
those I met in Harlem. 


“Our darker brothers and sisters” greet- 
ings to all my boys and girls, therefore, to 
whom a baby is the love-liest sight, and 
who want America to have more and more 
hospitals like the one in Harlem, where 
Negro babies can have a glorious start! 


Doctor—“Did you open both windows 
in your room as I specified?” 

Patient—“Not exactly. There is only 
one window there, but I opened it twice.” 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE 
IN RHYME, No. 11 


TRAILING ARBUTUS. 


TWO WORDS UNITED IN ONE, No. 1 
Can you make 10 words out of these 20? 


1—all 11—nip 
2—over 12—board 
3—water 13—walk 
4—pen 14—land 
5—board 15—fall 
6—butter 16—man 
7—cow 17—shoe 
8—mary 18—spice 
9—black 19—slip 
10—cat 20—fly 
—A. M. S. 


The station master on the East Indian 
Railway had been given strict orders not 
to do anything out of the ordinary with- 
out authority from the superintendent. 
This accounts for him sending the follow- 
ing telegram: 

“Superintendent’s Office, Caleutta—Tiger 
on platform eating conductor. Please wire 
instructions.” 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 


Text, Matthew 16:18, “Upon this rock I 
will build My Chureh; and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it,” 
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SUGGESTED MEMORIALS 


For Easter Presentation to Your Church 


FURNISHINGS IN BRASS 
May be Had in Brush Guilt (Satin) or Polished Brass 


additional. 


convenience 


BRASS OFFERING PLATES 
No. 48 

Hach plate fitted with pad 

in either green or red, $1.00 

These plates are made for 


that a 14-inch plate may be 


handling so 


Brass Cross Aish Brass Vase 
used as a receiving base for 4 
for Altar Use the 12-inch offering: plate. Designed for Altar Use 
No. 123 No. 1093 
Write for Special Prices on these Articles 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICES 
No. 100W aes 100W 
ickel Silver 
Aluminum a Plated 
is Non-collecting 
Special } (Interlocking) 
Non-collecting A 
incarioeki Tray with 40 
(Interlocking) Crystal Glasses. $26.50 
z Covers oae: 14.50 
Tray with 36 : : 
Giassus, 80.15 Base, FA Soe. cee, 11.00 


With 40 Glasses 1.23 
With 44 Glasses %.75 
Cover or Base.. 2.50 


The service in al- 
uminum is furnished 
only in the highest 
grade material, pol- 
ished to a bright fin- 
ish, which endures 
for an indefinite per- 
iod with little care. 
This material has be- 
come very popular, as 
it combines light 
weight with firmness 
and will not tarnish. 


Nickel silver is so 
muewh stronger and 
more durable that we 
are using it exclu- 
- sively as a base metal 
in our silver commu- 
nion services instead 
of the hard white 
metal so extensively 
used. 


MEMORIAL AND 
GIFT PLATES 


Wooden plates with 
special carving; gold 
or silver engraved 
» plates for attaching 

to the wooden plates, 
will be made for me- 
morial or  presenta- 


COLLECTION PLATES—DEEP BOWL PLATES 


Churches using 
the envelope of- 
fering system 
have in many 
instances found 
their collection 
plates too shal- 
low or too small 
to take care of 
their offering. 
We manufacture 
a specially de- 
signed, deep 
bowl plate, which 
is found exceed- 
ingly sgatisfac- 
tory by those 
churches which 
use it. 


1505 RACE STREET 


Style E 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


tion purposes. Prices 
on request. 
Style E 


Deep Bowl Plates 


Solid Oak, Wal- 
nut or Mahogany 


$10.50 each 
Delivery extra 


Style F 


Plain Oak, Imi- 
tation Walnut or 
Mahogany 


$8.50 each 
Delivery extra 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


When Jesus told His disciples not to 


depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 


promise of the Father, which He had made 
known unto them, He did not say anything 
about founding a Church but spoke about 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

He said to them, “But ye shall receive 
power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon 
you: and ye shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
But He did not say anything at that time 
about organizing a Church. 

However, He had made the double prom- 
ise of our text about two years before 
that time, near the close of His Galilean 
ministry, the first part of which was ful- 
filled on the day of Pentecost. 


The story of the way in which the prom- 
ise came about is an interesting one. Jesus 
asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men 
say that the Son of Man is?’ And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist; some 
Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of 
the prophets.” Then Jesus asked them, 
“But who say ye that Iam?” And Simon 
Peter answered and said, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” And 
Jesus answered and said unto him, “Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father who is in heaven. And I also 
say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I shall build My Chureh; 
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it. I will give unto thee the keys 
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of the kingdom of heaven: and whatso- 


ever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 


heaven.” 

A great deal has been said about this 
promise of Jesus to build His Church. 
Some think that He meant to say He 
would build His Chureh on Peter as the 
rock, Others think that He meant He 
would build it on the confession of Peter, 
which showed his faith in Jesus. 

In the Greek text there is a nice distinc- 
tion in the words used, which is not 
brought out in the English translation. I 
looked it up again a few moments ago. 
When Jesus said, “Thou art Peter,’ He 
used the word “Petros”; and when He 
said, “Upon this rock I will build My 
Church,” He used the word “petra.” In 
the French translation of the passage the 
two words are alike, except that the first 
“Pierre” is spelled with a capital “P” and 
the second “pierre” is spelled with a small 
‘p.” This could be shown in English if 
we translated Jesus’ saying thus: “Thou 
art the Rock, and upon this rock I will 
build My Church,” 

I believe that Jesus meant that He 
would build His Church not only upon 
Peter, nor only upon the confession of 
Peter, but upon Peter and his confession. 
You cannot separate the man and the con- 
fession. And we must not forget that 
Peter was making the confession for all 
the disciples. Jesus asked, “But who say 
ye that I am?”’, meaning all of them. And 
Peter, as he often was, became their 
spokesman and said for all of them, “Thou 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

In his letter to the Ephesians (2:20, 21) 
St. Paul says: “So then ye are no more 
strangers and sojourners, but ye are fel- 
low-citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God, being built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the chief cor- 
nerstone; in whom each several building, 
fitly framed together, groweth into a holy 
temple in the Lord; in Whom ye also are 
builded together for a habitation of God in 
the Spirit.” 

Jesus did not build His Church at once, 
but He promised to build it; and on the 
day of Pentecost, two years afterward, He 
fulfilled His promise. That is the time 
when the Church was born; and that is 
why we call it the Pentecostal Church. 
And we must not forget that it was built 
upon average human nature. 

The charter members of the Pentecostal 
Church were the hundred and twenty per- 
sons who were gathered in the upper room 
when the Holy Spirit came and when the 
Church was born. 

During the ten-day period of prayer and 
preparation for the great event, Peter was 
again the leader and spokesman of the 
group. It was he who suggested that some 
one should be elected to take the place 
of Judas Iscariot, who had hanged himself 
in his remorse for betraying his Lord with 
a kiss, and selling Him for thirty pieces of 
silver. Peter stated that the man to be 
chosen ought to be one who had the same 
qualifications that the eleven had. He 
said: “Of the men therefore that have 
companied with us all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and went out among 
us, beginning from the baptism of John, 
unto the day that he was received up from 
us, of these must one become a witness 
with us of His resurrection.” 

St. Luke tells us that they put forward 
two, Joseph and Matthias. And they pray- 
ed, and said, “Thou, Lord, Who knowest 
the hearts of all men, show of these two 
the one whom Thou hast chosen, to take 
the place in this ministry and apostleship 
from which Judas fell away, that he might 
go to his own place.” And they cast lots 
for them; and the lot fell upon Matthias; 
and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 


Then came the day of Pentecost, when 
“they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Children used to be quick assets, 
but now they have become long-term 
liabilities. 

J ae 


and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Jesus 
fulfilled the first part of His promise. The 
Church was born and went on its long 
journey of world conquest for Christ. 

This work was begun at once by Peter 
and his associates. St. Luke says: “But 
Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted 
up his voice, and spake forth unto them.” 
He delivered the Pentecostal sermon, back- 
ed up by the eleven. A great change had 
come over Peter. He was no longer the 
weakling he had proved himself when he 
denied his Lord, but he stood like a rock, 
pouring out his soul upon the multitude, 
showing them how the Seriptures had been 
fulfilled in the events which had recently 
taken place, and charging them with the 
crucifixion of the one whom God had made 
both Lord and Christ. 

The sermon had a wonderful effect. All 
who heard it were pricked in their hearts, 
and said unto Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “Brethren, what shall we’ do?” 
And Peter said unto them, “Repent ye, 
and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of 
your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.” And St. Luke tells us 
that there were added unto them in that 
day about three thousand souls. 

The other part of His promise, “And the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against 
it,’ has also been fulfilled in a wonderful 
way, or we would not be able to celebrate 
the 1900th anniversary of the birth of the 
Church in this Pentecostal year. 

We must not think for a moment that 
the Church grew during these nineteen 
centuries without any opposition. The 
story is too long to tell in detail at this 
time, but the history of the Christian 
Church shows that “the gates of Hades,” 
a picturesque and oriental expression for 
the forces of evil, have been busy in their 
effort to prevail against the Church and 
to destroy the Church. The Church passed 
through many fierce and bloody conflicts, 
and many notable martyrs laid down their 
lives for the Church. She had her days 
of doubt and gloom, and periods when it 
seemed as if the battle would go against 
her. In our day her greatest danger is 
from the indifference and neglect of her 
own members. For nineteen centuries the 
Lord has kept His promise, and I believe 
He will continue to keep it until He takes 
the Chureh to Himself as His bride. 


HELP BUILD CAMP MENSCH MILL 


IT DEPENDS . 


upon how you look at it. In a recent meet- 
ing, one friend said, “Gentlemen, this pro- 
position must be supported; it is in a bank- 
rupt condition.” To which another replied 
that on the contrary, we have a remark- 


Relaxing in Mid-morning 
Camp Mensch Mill, 1929 


he 
MARCH BOOK 


As the March book the Editorial 
Committee of the 


RELIGIOUS BOOK CLUB 
has selected 


THEISM AND THE MODERN 
MOOD 


By WALTER M. HORTON 


200 pages, and may be secured 
for $2.00 postpaid from 


Board of Christian Education 
of the Reformed Church 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


able asset in the property. “We are merely 
‘property poor’,” he said. The same situa- 
tion, you see, but two different views of it. 

They were talking about our new camp 
site, and look at it in either way, the fact 
remains that the congregations, Sunday 
Schools and young peoples’ organizations 
of Hastern Synod have not yet fully re- 
alized the Camp Mensch Mill property 
situation. To purchase the camp and begin 
to equip it for use as authorized by Synod 
required a great venture of faith, and in 
faith it was made—in the faith that all 
would help. The result was on the one ~ 
hand, that Synod has a remarkably fine 
camp site already rendering a weighty 
service and able to render infinitely more 
—but on the other hand, that only a few 
have responded thus far to the call to 
raise a small quota of about ten cents per 
member to pay for these wonderful facili- 
ties. This has meant loans, notes, exten- 
sions, worries and what-not, until it seems 
that the hour has come to raise the funds 
and get out from under this load so that 
we can move forward to much needed fur- 
ther improvements. 

Be assured of one thing—the camp is not 
a play project. It is an instrument of vital 
service for training youth in leadership for 
Christ and the Church. It is worthy of the 
special gifts of those who might care to 


put buildings upon the grounds as me- 


morials or to perpetuate their names as 
friends of Christian youth. (Rev. Howard 
Obold, Perkasie, is the man to whom funds 
may be sent.) Now one word more, 


whether you emphasize in your own mind : 
the tremendous value of the camp site to j 
the Church, or the present desperate state 5. 
of its finances, it comes to the same thin Tan 
—it depends upon you to help. ; Ke 
—Purd E. Deitz. a 


Traffic Cop—‘Hey, you! Is that your 
car?” 

“Well, officer, since you ask me, con- 
sidering the fact that I still have 50 pay- 
ments to make, owe three repair bills and 
haven’t settled for the new tire, I really 
don’t think it is.” E 
a 

“Junior, you were absent from school 
yesterday, I believe,’ Miss Cunningham, 
the teacher, said. “Yes, ma’am,” Junio 
answered, “I had to be away yesterday. 

“Well, the school regulations require 
written excuse for all absences, so you W 
have to bring me such an excuse,” Miss 
Cunningham explained. ’ 

“Who from?” Junior asked. 

“Why, you may bring an excuse 
either your father or your mother,” 
teacher replied. ; a 

“Well, I guess I’ll bring one f. 
mother, then,’ Junior stated. 
awful poor hand at making exeus 
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HYMN OF PRAISE AND PRAYER 
By. 8S. G. Ebersole 


Come, all dear friends, and let us join 
To praise the glorious Three in One; 
We'll think of Him who heaven made, 
And to men said, “Be not afraid.” 


As Moses trod on holy ground, 

Help us the gospel power to sound; 
That men be saved from power of sin, 
And Jesus sweetly enter in. 


As Jacob saw the ladder high, 
And angels flying in the sky, 
Help our weak faith in God to rise, 
And glory crown each sacrifice. 


As Paul to Macedonia went, 

When he was by Jehovah sent, 

Help us Christ’s precepts to receive, 
And all His precious words believe. 


A book of God was written fair, 

And may we hope our names are there; 
God’s ancient people loved to pray, 
And hold communion day by day. 


And they who fear the Lord are mine, 
God’s answer to them came in time; 
His jewels He’ll make up with care, 
And for the just a house prepare. 


And now, dear friends, we’ll pray for 
power, 

That God may send a gospel shower, 

And send converting power down, 

That all may have stars in their crown. 


Chorus 


Oh, Glory land, Oh! Glory land, 
We'll journey to the glory land. 
With staff of Bible in our hand, 
We'll join the Saviour’s happy band. 


Motor Cop (after a hard chase)—“Why 
didn’t you stop when I shouted back 
there?” 

Driver (with presence of mind) — “I 
thought you just said ‘Good morning, Sen- 
ator’.” 

Cop—“Well, you see, Senator, I wanted 
to warn you about driving fast through 
the next township.” 


SHALL WE TEACH PROHIBITION? 


(The following editorial paragraph from 
the March number of the “Idaho Journal 
of Education” is on a subject of such keen 
current interest, and so well handles the 
problem from the standpoint of the schools, 
that we are glad to pass it on.) 


Shall we teach Prohibition? The an- 
swer is: Shall we teach law enforcement 
and respect for the Constitution of the 
United States? To the teacher with back- 
bone and character there can be but one 
answer. We must teach Prohibition be- 
cause it is a part of the Constitution and 
the law of the land. Moreover, all voci- 
ferous wet propaganda to the contrary 
notwithstanding, it is the earnest desire 
of a vast majority of the citizens of this 
country that this law be enforced. We 
must teach Prohibition because Prohibi- 
tion is desirable; it has brought immense 
benefit to us in wealth, in health, and in 
happiness. A much smaller percentage of 
our people indulge in the use of liquor 
than ever before. We can make the law 
much more effective by teaching the val- 
ues of Prohibition. The gangster, the beer 
runner and the beer runner’s friend will 
object, of course, but the manufacturer of 
alcoholic drinks and the saloonkeeper ob- 
jected to the enforcement of liquor laws 
and the teaching of abstinence before 
Prohibition went into effect, and the ob- 
jections of the later gentry should have 
no more effect than did theirs. In con- 
junction with what we may all hope will 
be an honest attempt at law enforcement, 
teachers should do their duty. 


| HOME EDUCATION | 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 
SYMPATHETIC UNDERSTANDING 
By Lillian Weston 

In dealing with children, one should 
remember that little ones, like primitive 
people, delight in ornamentation, and that 
gratifying this taste is often really essen- 
tial to their happiness. 

A child once saw in a store window a 
pair of tasselled boots that were the ex- 
act counterpart of some she had long ad- 
mired in the possession of a friend. She 
begged her mother to buy them for her, 
being then in need of a pair of shoes. 

The mother said she would think about 
it, but, finally, went off shopping alone. 
When she returned, she handed her ex- 
pectant little daughter a parcel. The lit- 
tle girl’s hands trembled with eagerness as 
she untied the package; she was so excited 
by the idea of seeing her feet shod like 


THE HOUSE OF DREAMS 


I dreamed I lived in a little house 
With birds, and flowers, and dogs 

Asleep on a rug by an open hearth, 
Filled with blazing, snapping logs. 


I dreamed my true love dwelt with 
me 

In this little house of mine, 

And we worked and loved, we laugh- 
ed and sang, 

With never a thought of time. 


Then I awoke—my room was cold, 

And my eyes filled up with tears— 

For I saw my grey and lonely path 

Stretching down through all. the 
years. 


And every day, though I face my 
task 

With a heart 
teems, 

My trembling lips cannot still the 
sigh : 

For my little, lost house of dreams! 


in which courage 


—L. M. L. 


her friend’s. There would be three tassels 
embroidered on the toe of each boot, and 
the tops would be finished off with real 
silk tassels that matched! Then, when she 
took them out of the box, she saw—a pair 
of bronzed kid shoes—WITHOUT ANY 
TASSELS. 

“Oh! Mama,” she wailed, “these shoes 
haven’t any tassels.” 

“JT know it,” was the calm reply, “but 
they are much better kid than those with 
tassels, and cost a dollar less.” 

The child shed bitter tears of disap- 
pointment, but the mother prided herself 
on “being practical.” 

Two or three years later, the same child 
wanted a work-basket, and, with a lively 
recollection of the shoes without tassels, 
and similar experiences, asked permission 
to help choose it. The mother assented, 
and took her daughter to a store where 
there were work-baskets of all shapes and 
sizes. The little girl soon found one that 
suited her. It was lined with cute little 
pockets, and was furnished with two pairs 
of scissors, a thimble that fitted her ex- 
actly, cotton and silk in assorted shades, 
a fancy pincushion, an emery ball in the 
semblance of a strawberry and other sew- 
ing accessories. The mother asked the 
price of her daughter’s choice and was 
told, “Ten dollars.” t 

Now ten dollars may seem a shocking 
price to pay for a work-basket, but is it 
not because we usually fail to consider its 
value relatively? One seldom has more 
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than one or two work-baskets in an entire 
lifetime. Perhaps the saying, “A thing of 
beauty is a joy forever,” was never more 
fittingly applied. This mother was not 
poor; she could have spared the money 
easily. However, she gasped with dismay 
when she heard the price. She had made 
up her mind to spend four dollars on a 
work-basket, and looking around the store, 
found one exactly like her little girl’s 
choice, except—it lacked the decorative 
fittings. 

‘Won’t this do as well?” she asked, add- 
ing, “I will give you my small scissors, 
also needles and thread, and buy you a 
thimble. Six dollars is too much to pay 
for those extra fripperies. I really can’t 
afford it.” 

The child said nothing, as she had been 
trained to economize; but the four dollars 
were actually wasted, as she never cared 
for the unfurnished basket her mother 
bought. 

Years afterwards, this mother wondered 
why she had so little influence over her 
daughters, and envied others whose chil- 
dren confided in them. She did not re- 
alize that a rift of misunderstanding came 
between her and the child when she first 
refused to indulge her taste for “fripper- 
ies,” and that it kept widening through the 
years, 

Some mothers have enough imagination 
to wander in the child’s world, hand in 
hand with their little ones; but those who 
have lost the vision of youth, and pride 
themselves on “being practical” would do 
well to remember that ‘fripperies” have 
their place in the great scheme of creation. 
If anyone doubts it, let him note how the 
bare, hard rocks are usually softened by 
vines and mosses and how exquisitely tint- 
ed weeds and wild flowers, with their 
luminous green leaves and tendrils will run 
riot over a rubbish heap in a vacant lot 
converting the ugly surfaces of old tin 
cans into ripples of beauty. 


“Our growing realization of the full im- 
portance of the impressions of early child- 
hood as a foundation for later develop- 
ment in every line has served to so empha- 
size kindergarten training as to make it 
almost imperative.”—P. M. Keen, Depart- 
ment of Education, Junior College, Michi- 
gan. 

_Are the little children of your commu- 
nity enjoying the advantages of kinder- 
garten training? If not, write to the Na- 
tional Kindergarten Association, 8 West 
Fortieth Street, New York, and they will 
assist you in getting a kindergarten 
opened, 


“Ah, I wish I could find some place 
where I could be cut off entirely from the 
world.” 

“Try a telephone-booth.” 


First Loafer—“I hear all the men have 
gone on a strike,” 

Second Loafer—‘What has they struck 
for?” 

First Loafer—‘Shorter hours.” 

Second Loafer—‘Luck to ’em. I allus 
did says that 60 minutes was too long for 
an hour.” 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. John C. Gekeler 


HELP FOR THE WEEK MAR. 31-APR. 6 


Practical Thought: “If any man would 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me.” 


Memory Hymn: “The Strife Is O’er.” 


Monday—Confessing Christ. 
Matthew 16:13-20. 


It is vital concern as to what we think 
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about and of Jesus. Of no other historic 
person is that true. The great men of the 
ages have, indeed, an influence upon life 
today; but Jesus molds the temporal and 
eternal destiny of men. All Americans, 


and many peoples from other countries 
honor the memory of George Washington; 


their temporal destiny has been keenly ef- 
fected by what he and his associates ac- 
complished. But none bow at their feet 
as they did at the feet of Jesus. If Jesus 
were only a great teacher, His influence 
would not be as potent as it is. Peter and 
his associates were correct in their esti- 
mate of Jesus; “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” All who sincerely 
join in that confession are raised to fellow- 
ship with God, and partake of an eternal 
righteousness and experience eternal life, 

Prayer: Thou art, indeed, the Christ, the 
Saviour of mankind, dear Jesus. Help us 
each to say in all sincerity, Thou art my 
Saviour. In thought and deed we would 
honor Thee. Accept our homage. Amen, 


Tuesday—Self-denial. 
Matthew 16:21-28. 


Suffering and death were an integral 
part of the Divine program for Jesus. In 
truly sublime way they were related to 
the sin of men, They were a consequence 
of that sin in, that they were caused by 
wicked men. But they were even more, 
they were a sacrifice for the removal of 
that sin. It all involved a self-denial on 
Jesus’ part that is beyond our comprehen- 
sion. If we would have fellowship with 
Him and in the benefits of His work, we, 
too, must experience self-denial. Let a 
man deny himself as thoroughly as Peter 
denied his Lord: let him utterly forget 
his own interests in favor of Jesus. 


“Our wills are ours, we know not how; 
Our wills are ours to make them Thine.” 


Prayer: O Saviour, we would devote our- 
selves without reserve to Thee. Use us as 
instruments to advance Thy holy Kingdom, 
Help us to share Thy fellowship of service 
and of suffering. Amen. 


Wednesday—Patience in Suffering. 
I Peter 2:18-25. 

Christians are a part of the social web. 
They have to do with all sorts of men. If 
all were genuine Christians, inspired by 
the spirit of Jesus, what a marvelous place 
this world would be! How life would be 
simplified. But not all are Christians. 
Employers and fellow employes at times 
are “hard boiled” and “forward,” literally 
“crooked”; they are difficult to get along 
with, like a crooked stick makes trouble 
in handling, so they cause irritation. In 
every such circumstance Peter admonishes 
patience. The selfishness of such people 
causes unjust suffering. When because of 
“conscience toward God,” that is to say, 
because of the consciousness of God’s 


presence, or of our duty toward Him, we 
suffer, let us be patient. Our Example in 
this is our Master, Who endured spiteful 
treatment of men. 

Prayer: Teach us, O Christ, to be patient 
under all trying circumstances, especially 
when we endure wrong. We confess, dear 
Master, that then we are painfully tempted 
to retaliate. Help us in such hours to 
remember Thee. Amen. 


Thursday—Enduring the Cross. 
Heb. 12:1-7. 

Faith, that is the ability to visualize the 
intangible and unseen, is the mighty force 
back of Christian conduct. Because of it 
Jesus was able to endure the cross. Look- 
ing beyond the present He beheld the joys 
of heaven in the fellowship of God. For 
the sake of that joy He was willing to 
wade through the terrible ordeal of death. 
Here is our Exemplar. The force which 
supported Him will uphold us. Added to 
the incentives which animated Jesus we 
have the added one of love and gratitude. 
The history of martyrdom is filled with 
instances of exaltation that find their ex- 
planation in these motives. About the 
middle of the second century persecution 
raged bitterly. A young slave girl, Blan- 
dina, was among the victims. “Her body 
scorched upon a red-hot iron chair, her 
limbs torn by wild beasts and at last her 
life taken; under all her tortures continued 
to repeat her joyful confession: ‘I am a 
Christian and nothing wicked is tolerated 
among us’,” 

Prayer: Give us the spirit of the mar- 
tyrs, dear Lord. May we ever bear a faith- 
ful and a glad witness to Thy redeeming 
love and power. Open our eyes of faith 
that we may see beyond the hour of trial. 
As Thou didst die for us, we would live for 
Thee, Amen. 


Friday—The Power of the Cross. 
I Cor. 1:18-25. 

A little girl who was asked what the 
cross was, replied: “It is what you climb 
to heaven by.” Jesus said, “And I, if I 
be lifted up’ from the earth, will draw all 
men unto Me.” When wicked men had 
nailed Him to the cross they lifted Him 
up. Like a magnet the Christ laden cross 
attracts us. It stands as a symbol of 
Divine love. It is evidence of human sin. 
Human reason cannot explain the cross, 
yet nevertheless is held by it. To some 
the story of the cross is utter foolishness: 
to others it is the sublimest story ever 
told. Strong contrasts are thus presented 
by it. Only faith finds their solution, since 
faith sees the crucified One as a bearer 
of individual sin, and Redeemer from it. 
A famous Scottish evangelist wrote upon 
the flyleaf of his Bible his name and con- 
fession: “Brownlow North, a man whose 
sins crucified the Lord of Glory.” It is the 
sight of the cross that convicts of sin and 
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at the same time saves the sinner. The 
cross lifts men out of the slough of wretch- 
edness. 
Prayer: 
“In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime.” 


—John Bowring. 


Saturday—The Reward of Suffering. 
II Tim, 4:1-8. 

“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” The aged Paul 
was unshaken by suffering because he 
could see beyond the present. For him 
life did not end in the grave. Once he 
wrote, “The last enemy is death.” In 
Christ he was assured of the victory over 
that, as over other foes. After victory the 
crown. Only Christian hope and faith can 
utter his sublime words, “Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord the righteous judge, shall 
give me at the last day: and not to me 
only, but unto all them that also love His 
appearing,” 

Prayer: 

“Tt is not death to die, 

To leave this weary road, 
And midst the brotherhood on high 
To be at home with God. 


“Jesus, Thou Prince of life, 
Thy chosen cannot die; 

Like Thee they conquer in the strife, 
To reign with Thee on high.” 


—H. A. Vesar Malan. 


Sunday—The Cross Exalted. 
Isa. 53:7-12. 

Jesus, says the writer of the book of 
Hebrews, “endured the cross, despising the 
shame.” The cross was not only an instru- 
ment of torture but of shame as well. The 
Romans adopted it from the Carthaginians, 
reserving it for criminals and slaves and 
provincials. For a Roman to be put to 
death by crucifixion was accounted a sacri- 
lege. By the cross they showed utter con- 
tempt for the victim. But through the 
ages since Jesus the cross has come to be 
an honored symbol. With it we adorn our 
persons and our Churches; all because the 
Son of God hung upon it, thereby exalting 
it. In it we see the symbol of God’s love 
and mercy. It speaks of sacrifice, but One 
glorified, 

Prayer: 

“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 
—Isaac Watts. 
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In a conversation to which the United 
States and Europe were invited to listen, 
the voice of Rear Admiral Richard E. 
Byrd was broadcast March 11 from Dune- 
din, New Zealand, 10,000 miles to Schenee- 
tady, N. Y., where Adolph 8. Ochs, pub- 
lisher of the “New York Times” and his 
associates, replied by broadcast. 

Mahatma Gandhi, Indian leader and 
mystic, led“his pioneer band of volunteers 
and started Mar, 12 his march to the Gulf 
of Cambay, opening his campaign of civil 
disobedience to the Indian government. 

Former Chancellor Dr, Hans Luther was 


elected Mar. 11 president of the Reichs- 
bank, succeeding Dr. Hjalmar, resigned. 
Dr. Luther was the unanimous choice of 
the Central Council, which under the 
Dawes plan, is obliged to elect the head 
of the German Central Bank. It com- 
prises 7 German and 7 foreign members. 

Mrs. Mary Bliss Dale, daughter of the 
founder and first president of the Amer- 
ican University of Beirut, died recently 
in Beirut at the age of 74. She organized 
the Woman’s Hospital in connection with 
that institution. 

The Right Rev. Charles Lewis Slattery, 


D.D., Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Diocese of Massachusetts, died suddenly at 
his home in Boston, Mar. 12. 

The will of William Howard Taft, filed 
at Washington Mar. 12 for probate, leaves 
the bulk of his estate to the widow, Mrs. 
Helen H. Taft, who also is named execu- 
trix. $10,000 is left to Yale. His 3 chil- 
dren will receive all his papers and copy- 
rights. 


By a vote of 265 to 192, the Reichstag 
Mar. 12 set the seal of its definite approval 
on the Young plan, which commits Ger- 
many to reparation annuities until 1988. 


This plan replaces the Dawes plan, which — 


took effect on Sept. 1, 1924, and is made 
retroactive beginning Sept. 1. ' 


=. 


A ninth planet has been discovered or 


the edge of the solar system, according to 


an announcement by Dr. V. M. Slipher, 
the Lowell Observatory at Flagstaff, 
Dr. Slipher headed a group of er 


aie 
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astronomers whose groupings in the Milky 
Way with telescopes and cameras located 
the new-found sphere. Its presence was 
mathematically predicted years ago by the 
late Dr. Percival Lowell, noted scientist, 
who founded the observatory at Flagstaff. 
This new planet is 8,000 or more miles in 
diameter, and probably 4,000,000,000 miles 
away. 

Mayor Anthony M. Ruffu, Jr., of Atlan- 
tic City, has been arrested on 14 indict- 
ments charging him with violating the 
Criminal Code by awarding insurance and 
other city contracts to companies in which 
he was financially interested. 

William M. Butler, of Massachusetts, 
will run for the Republican nomination for 
the United States Senate as a bone-dry 
candidate. Without a reservation he has 
committed himself to the cause of Prohibi- 
tion and its rigid enforcement in Massa- 
chusetts and the nation. 

Lord Coventry, father of the House of 
Lords, died at Worcestershire, England, at 
the age of 92. He held the peerage for 87 
years, the longest period in British history. 

The delegates of 44 nations assembled 
Mar. 13 at the Hague for a conference on 
the codification of international law. They 
will attempt to remove the discrepancies 
between the laws of nations on such sub- 
jects as the nationality of territorial 
waters and the responsibility of nations 
for foreigners. 

In an interview Mar. 13, Rear Admiral 
Richard E. Byrd said that when he found 
new land in the Antarctic he had found it 
for the world as much as for his own 
country. 

Mrs. Mary Eleanor Wilkins Freeman, 
short story writer and novelist, died at 
her home in Metuchen, N. J., Mar. 14. She 
was 68 years old. 

Stricken with heart disease while play- 
ing golf at the Pinehurst Country Club (N. 
C.), Martin G. Brumbaugh, of Huntingdon, 
Pa., former Governor of Pennsylvania and 
president of Juniata College, died an hour 
later at his hotel, Mar. 14. 

Mrs. Anderson, president of the Cincin- 
nati branch of the American Committee 
for Devastated France and sister of Mrs. 
Helen H. Taft, widow of the late Chief 
Justice, died of heart disease in Paris, 
Mar. 14. 

“Old Ironsides”’, originally launched more 
than 132 years ago, took to the sea again 
from Boston Mar. 15. It has been recon- 
ditioned as a result of contributions 
amounting to $400,000 from America’s 
school children. She may make a tour of 
American ports for the children to see her. 

Fire followed by an explosion swept 13 
airplanes in the center hangar at Hadley 
Airport (Plainfield, N. J.), reducing them 
to skeletons and leaving the hangar a 
mass of smoking ashes. Damage was esti- 
mated at $175,000. 

Moscow newspapers published Mar. 15 
on the front pages in lieu of the leading 
editorials a “ukase” from the central com- 
mittee of the Communist party, which is 
the supreme authority in the Soviet Union, 
The ukase states in the strongest terms 
that Moscow bars coercion against the 
Churches and peasants and will punish the 
offenders. 

Prayers for a cessation of religious per- 
secution in Russia was offered Mar. 16 
by all faiths at special services in the 
New York Churches, temples and syna- 
gogues. 


A complete formal agreement for the 
re-establishment of representative govern- 
ment in Haiti was signed Mar. 15 by Presi- 
dent Louis Borno and responsible leaders 
of the opposition through the mediation 
of President Hoover’s ‘commission. By 
this agreement, HBugene Roy, a wealthy 
business man, 65 years old who has never 
been in politics, becomes temporary presi- 
dent when Mr. Borno steps out on May 15, 
The Hoover commission has returned home, 

_Captain-General Miguel Primo de Rivera, 
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FURNITURE ‘sy DE LONG 


For an Easter Offering to the Church 


lee furnishings, made to 
DeLong standards of quality 


Cross of Polished Brass 


and design, make acceptable Easter 
offerings to the Church. 


Our latest catalog illustrates brass 
and carved-wood crosses, brass missal 
stands—revolving and stationary— 
brass vases, brass offering plates, 
brass candle-sticks and candelabras, 
and baptismal fonts of carved wood 
and marble. 


Address Department C, 


DELONG FURNITURE CO., 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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who until 6 weeks ago was dictator of 
Spain, died suddenly at his hotel in Paris 
Mar. 16. He was about to leave Paris 
to take the cure in Germany for diabetes. 
A public funeral was given him in Madrid, 
Spain. 

Secretary of Labor James J. Davis has 
formally announced his candidacy for the 
Senatorial nomination on the Republican 
ticket in the May primary election in the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. and Mrs. Bingham, of Yale Uni- 
versity, have recently returned from West 
Africa where they went last June to study 
the mountain gorillas. They found no dif- 
ficulty in trailing gorilla bands and observ- 
ing tHeir habits. Still and moving pictures 
were taken at altitudes of 6,000 to 12,000 
feet. 

A “steady improvement” in Prohibition 
enforcement has been reported by George 
W. Wickersham, chairman of the Law En- 
forcement Commission, in his first sum- 
mary of the situation since the commission 
started functioning. 

William Burnhans Isham left $1,235,214 
to Princeton University and silver service 
for use of its presidents. This bequest be- 
comes active after the death of Mrs. Isham. 
He was a classmate of Woodrow Wilson. 

The affliction of 11 Public Health Serv- 
ice employes with psittacosis has caused 
the temporary abandonment of the labora- 
tory at Washington, where efforts were be- 
ing made to discover the cause of the 
strange malady contracted from parrots, 
according to a statement by Surgeon Gen- 
eral Cumming. Dr. Ludvik Hektoen, of 
the. University of Chicago, one of the last 
to be stricken, was conducting research 
work at Washington. 


THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN LANCASTER COUNTY 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 


(Continued from page 2) 


built in West Cocalico township, at Michael 
Amweg’s, where he administered the first 
communion on May 18, 1755. This is the 
present Swamp Church. The origin of this 
congregation seems to go back to the year 
1749, because in his Church record Wald- 
schmidt entered baptisms going back to 
1749, which he states, were taken from “a 
baptism book at Michael Amweg’s.” It 
was at first merely a preaching place in 
a private house, probably that of the Am- 
wegs, but on May 18, 1755, at Whitsuntide, 
a communion service was celebrated “at 
Michael Amweg’s, in the new church.” In 
the same month, on May 22, 1755, a war- 
rant was issued to Henry Walter, in trust 
for the Calvinist congregation for a tract 
of land of 5% acres, situated in Cocalico 
township. The survey was returned June 
10, 1756. It shows that the tract adjoined 
the land of John Michael Amweg. The re- 
turn of the warrant to the Secretary of 
State’s Office was delayed till February 13, 
1786, no doubt because the congregation 
was not ready in 1756 to pay for the land. 
For some reason, which we cannot now dis- 
cover with certainty, the ministry of Wald- 
schmidt at the Swamp Church was confined 
to the year 1755. A communion service 
was held there on October 5, 1755, but after 
the latter date there is a break till 1765. 
Looking around to see what had happened 
in the neighboring congregations, we dis- 
cover that Frederick Casimir Mueller was 
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preaching at Cocalico from 1755 to 1762. 
It was most likely this independent min- 
ister, who preached to various Reformed 
congregations in Lancaster County, that 
took the congregation away from Wald- 
schmidt. After 1762, Mueller withdrew to 
Quittophailla (now Hill Church near Ann- 
ville) in Lebanon County. 

After Mueller had left, John Henry 
Decker, another independent minister, fol- 
lowed at Cocalico, and, we may suppose, 
with some degree of probability, that he 
was also preaching at the Swamp Church, 
from 1762 to 1764. 

Decker was born in 1730, at Markocbel, 
Nassau, Germany. He attended, as a boy, 
the Latin school at Hanau, where he ma- 
triculated March 27, 1750. He took the 
oath of allegiance at Philadelphia, Septem- 
ber 21, 1751. We find him first preaching 
at Cacusi, now Hain’s Church, near Read- 
ing, from 1752 to 1756. Later, from 1762 
to 1764, he was at Cocalico, and probably 
also at the Swamp Church. The only other 
fact that we know about Decker is that 
on May 10, 1753, he married Johanna Mag- 
dalena Eckert, daughter of John Eckert, a 
prominent citizen of Reading.15 What be- 
came of him later has not yet been dis- 
covered. 

After the departure of Decker, the 
Swamp Church reverted to the pastoral 
care of Waldschmidt, his first communion 
service at Swamp being on April 14, 1765, 
when 56 communicants participated in the 
service. Waldschmidt remained the pastor 
of the Swamp Church to the end of his 
life. The congregation did not grow mate- 
rially during his ministry. In 1779, there 
were 80 communicants, in 1784, 62 were 
recorded as present, while in 1785 only 46 
communicants attended at the Swamp 
Church. 


Shortly before the death of Waldschmidt 
an important transaction took place in the 
history of the congregation. On February 
11, 1786, Jacob Amweg and George Brun- 
ner, trustees and wardens of the Calvinist 
congregation, paid the sum of two pounds 
and seven shillings for the tract of land 
on which the Chureh stood. As a result 
the Commonwealth issued a patent to the 
congregation on February 14, 1786, for the 
Church land. 


15 Recorded in the Host Church record, Berks 
County. 
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When Waldschmidt died on September 
14, 1786, his funeral sermon was preached 
on the following day by the Rev. John 
William Boos, another independent minis- 
ter, who was not a member of the Coetus 
of Pennsylvania. He came to,Pennsylvania 
in 1770, and applied to the Coetus for ad- 
mission, but was refused, because he had 
no recommendation from the Fathers in 
Holland. He preached at Reading and in 
some neighboring congregations at least 
until the close of the century. From 1787 
to 1790, he was preaching at the Swamp 
Church. 


He was followed by John Conrad Am- 
mann, an independent minister, about 
whom very little is known. I found his 
name and entries in the Hain’s record, 
from 1789 to 1791. Then he appears at 
the Swamp Church in 1791 and 1792, and 
finally from 1792 to 1798 he ministered at 
the Brownback’s Church, in Chester 
County. 


Another independent Reformed minis- 
ter, John Christian Wilms, followed Am- 
mann from 1792 to 1802. He arrived in 
Philadelphia on September 30, 1774. Then 
we lose sight of him until he appears in 
1789 at Seltenreich’s, near New Holland. 
Shortly afterwards, in 1792, he came to 
Coealico and the Swamp Church. He ap- 
peared several times before Synod and 
asked for admission, but was refused. How- 
ever, he maintained himself in his congre- 
gation until his death. He died at Cocalico, 
March 8, 1802, and was buried there in 
the cemetery adjoining the Church. 


After the death of Wilms, regular min- 
isters of the Reformed Church again took 
charge of the Swamp Church, Rev. Charles 
Helfenstein being the first one of these. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 6, 1930 


The Law of the Cross 
Matthew 16:13-26 
Golden Text: If any man would come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take 


up his cross and follow Me. Matt. 16:24. 
Lesson Outline: 1. The Confession. 2. 
The Commission. 3. The Cross. 


This lesson marks the beginning of the 
second quarter, but there is no change in 
our lesson course. We shall continue our 
studies in the Gospel of Matthew. 

The events recorded in chapters fourteen 
to sixteen suggest the approaching crisis 
in the career of Jesus. His relations to the 
leaders of the people were strained to the 
breaking point. Sadducees and Pharisees 
were leagued against Him, and the hostile 
attitude of Herod Antipas had driven the 
Master into an alien land beyond his juris- 
diction. Even the common people were 
beginning to forsake His ministry. They 
still followed Him for the loaves and fishes, 
but they were blind and indifferent to His 
spiritual message. 

Thus, rejected by the rulers and neglect- 
ed by the people, it became apparent to 
the Master that His great Galilean minis- 
try was ending in failure. Our lesson marks 
the turning-point in His public career. 
After Peter’s memorable confession Jesus 
steadfastly faced the inevitable end. He 
began to predict His death, and He devot- 
ed Himself mainly to the teaching and 
of the inner circle of His follow- 
ers for their future ministry. 

I. The Confession, vs. 13-18. Jesus was 
not solicitous about the opinions of men. 
He had the inward approval of God, and 
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They kept the congregation true to the 
Reformed Church ever since, 

During the 18th century, the Reformed 
Church started in 1725 with one congrega- 
tion, now Heller’s Church, in Upper Lea- 
cock township. She gradually spread over 
the county until in 1752, there were ten 
Reformed congregations, with three minis- 
ters. During the second half of the cen- 
tury, the growth seems to have been slight- 
ly slower. I can account for only six 
new congregations during this period. They 
were Rapho, in Rapho township in 1753 
(now extinct); Donegal, now Christ 
Church, Elizabethtown, in 1760; Maytown, 
East Donegal township, about 1765; 
Blasers, West Donegal township, 1767 (now 
extinct); Manheim, now St. Paul’s, at 
Manheim, about 1769; and Conestoga Cen- 
tre, Conestoga township, about 1791. 

The eighteenth century was for the Re- 
formed Church in Lancaster County a time 
of hardship and struggle, with few pastors, 
ministering to widely scattered congrega- 
tions. It was a time of small beginnings, 
when little log Churches, few ministers and 
small salaries prevailed. And yet, in spite 
of all these difficulties and trials, the 
Church not only maintained her own, but 
kept up a steady, though slow, growth. 
Let us thank God today for the heroie 
men who piloted the Church during those 
trying years and enabled her to enter upon 
a new century of unparalleled prosperity 
and usefulness. Let us especially remem- 
ber today the hundreds and thousands of 
faithful members, who through their per- 
severance and loyalty saved the Reformed 
Church from extinction. And above all, 
let us endeavor to hand down to our sons 
and daughters undiminished the precious 
heritage which we have received. 
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that set Him free from the fear of blame 
and from the love of praise. But His was 
a great mission, and He was anxious that 
all men should understand it clearly. 
Hence, while sojourning in the foreign ter- 
ritory of Herod Philip, near Caesarea 
Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Whom 
do men say that I, the Son of man, am?” 

Their reply showed that, then as now, 
the towering personality of Jesus present- 
ed a preplexing problem to honest minds. 
Many felt instinctively that He was the 
best and greatest of all mankind. He was 
other, and more, than ordinary men, But 
who was He? They had no ready-made 
label for this marvelous personality, full of 
grace and truth, of help and healing. Their 
attempts to label and define Him were 
varied, and wide of the mark. “Some say 
that Thou art John the Baptist; some Elias; 
and others, Jeremias, or one of the pro- 
phets.” 

Then Jesus asked the disciples for their 
own convictions. “But whom say ye that 
I am?” Were they, too, puzzled and per- 
plexed? Did they share one or the other 
of the shallow and mistaken popular opin- 
ions about Jesus? Or had their closer fel- 
lowship with Him led them into a deeper 
experience, and into a truer apprehension 
of His person and work? 

Since the whole future of Christianity 
would depend largely upon their insight, 
and upon their personal loyalty to its 
founder, it was truly a critical moment in 
the history of mankind when Jesus sub- 
jected His followers to this decisive test. 
They knew Him best, and their answer, 
however inadequate, would foreshadow the 
reply of mankind to the challenge of Jesus 
Christ. And Peter, warm hearted and im- 
pulsive, met the test magnificently. Act- 
ing as spokesman for the Twelve, he said, 


' 


Marcu 27, 1930 


“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” It was a great answer, and true, 
to one of the ultimate questions of life. 
It was not the full and final answer, for 
Peter still thought and spoke as a Jewish 
disciple. He acknowledged Jesus as the 
true Messiah of the Jews. And it took 
many years, centuries even, of widening 
experience and deepening thought until the 
Church learned to give a fuller answer to 
Jesus’ question in terms of His universal 
and abiding significance. And who will 
affirm that our answer to the spiritual 
majesty of the personality of Jesus is final? 
The longer men follow Him, the larger He 


grows. Yet Peter’s answer went to the 
heart of the matter. It recognized the 


unique greatness of the Lord. It exalted 
Him as the Christ, God’s Anointed, sent 
to establish His Kingdom among men. 

Jesus accepted Peter’s great confession, 
and bestowed warm praise upon the ardent 
confessor. He said, “Blessed art thou, 
Simon- Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.” Doubtless the Lord 
heard this ringing declaration of faith with 
profound gladness. At that time of sifting 
and testing, when many fell away, this 
little band of loyal disciples understood 
Him. They saw the truth dimly, and still 
had much to learn concerning Jesus. But 
their hearts knew more than their minds 
could tell. They loved the Master, and they 
were loyal to Him. And that personal at- 
tachment to Him, as their Saviour and 
Lord, was enough to serve as a real foun- 
dation of the coming Church. That is why 
Jesus called Peter “blessed.” 


And that is why He said, further, “Thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
My Church; and the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it.” It is well known 
that this saying of the Master is the 
cornerstone upon which the Roman Church 
builds the papacy and its autocratic hier- 
archy. It is a pyramid built upon a pin- 
point. And even the pin-point is dull, for 
Rome misinterprets the saying. The rock 
upon which Christ built His Church was 
not Peter, the man, but the confessor and 
his confession of faith. Such spiritual in- 
sight and personal loyalty to Christ as 
were manifested by Peter underlie the very 
existence of the Church and condition its 
ministry for the establishment of the King- 
dom of God. So long as our Churches con- 
sist of men who share the experience and 
conviction of Peter, they will conquer evil 
and triumph over the powers of darkness. 


And Peter’s conviction was not revealed 
to him by “flesh and blood.” Its sources 
lay deeper; even in God and in the soul 
of the disciple. His knowledge of Jesus 
was spiritual, gained by fellowship with 
Him; not by speculation about Him. The 
eye of flesh saw in Jesus a man of waning 
fortune, doomed to utter failure. No one 
reasoning from material premises and 
measuring the Lord by worldly standards 
of success could have arrived at Peter’s 
estimate of His greatness. It required 
spiritual perception to see in the poor, 
itinerant Galilean prophet God’s Annoint- 
ed, sent for the redemption of the world. 


Today the whole world is confronted 
with the question, “Whom say ye that I 
am?” The answer still varies, but there 
is an ever-growing consensus of opinion 
about Jesus. Peter’s bold confession has 
stood the test of time. It becomes the 
verdict of all who test the power and 
promises of Christ, not with their logic 
merely, but in their daily life. Only those 


who follow Him ean find Him their 
Saviour. 
II. The Commission, vs. 19. Peter had 


made a great discovery, and now Jesus 
charged him with a grave responsibility. 
“And I will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven,” Else- 
where in Matthew a precisely similar com- 


mission is given to all the disciples (18: 
18). Even as they shared Peter’s faith, so 
also they shared his function. They had 
found the Christ, and now Christ made 
them His missionaries. Figuratively speak- 
ing, they were to wield the keys of the 
Kingdom, unlocking its gates to believers 
and sealing its portals to unbelievers. 
Their key, of course, was the gospel which 
awakens faith in men. ‘That spiritual 
power for the binding and loosing of men 
is the only power given to the Church of 
Christ. Where the gospel is preached and 
believed men are loosed from the bond- 
age of sin. 

Sometimes the Church has perverted its 
great commission. It has claimed power 
that is not spiritual. And in the exercise 
of its autocratic power it has most assured- 
ly misrepresented its head. Many a her- 
etic whom it bound and burned on earth, 
God has loosed in heaven. There were 
times when by the use of such power the 
reign of the Church was widely extended, 
but it can never promote the Kingdom of 
God. In our day the Church is impotent, 
except as it possesses and manifests the 
grace and truth of Christ. 

III. The Cross, vs. 21-26. The noble 
confession of the disciples, through Peter, 
prepared the way for a solemn and difficult 
lesson. Fortified by their living faith in 
Jesus, they were ready to learn the law of 
the cross. And, accordingly, the Master 
proclaimed it to them as a divine neces- 
sity both for Him and for them, ‘ 


Hitherto Jesus had said but little about 
His death, but now He began to speak in 
unmistakable language about the cost, the 
full and final cost, of His redemptive min- 
istry of love. He had already suffered re- 
proach and persecution, and He expected 
martyrdom. He showed His disciples, 
“how that He must go into Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed.” But 
He also sounded the note of victory and 
triumph. He would “be raised again on 
the third day.” 


And what was true of Him, was true 
likewise of His followers. The same law 
of the cross applied to their ministry as 
to His. “If any man will come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow Me.” Sharing the cross with 
Jesus, His followers shall also wear His 
crown.” “Whosoever will lose his life for 
My sake shall find it.” 

Peter, it appears, was not ready to 
understand the law of the cross. His weak 
remonstrance against Christ’s suffering and 
death was met by a severe rebuke. The 
Master’s reply to him was couched in wora: 
similar to those that repulsed the devil 
when He tempted Him at the very begin- 
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ning of His redemptive ministry. Jesus 
said, “Get thee behind Me, Satan,” for 
now Peter was tempting Him to be false 
to His ministry of love. There are multi- 
tudes of disciples like Peter. They follow 
Jesus, but only from afar. They have not 
yet learned from Him the law of the cross, 
the deepest and highest of all the laws of 
life. He alone can teach men that ulti- 
mate wisdom that to save one’s life is to 
lose it, and to lose it is to find it. To 
worldly wisdom that seems like nonsense, 
But it is the way of salvation. And until 
we learn to walk in this way, men and 
nations “shall gain the whole world,’ but 
it will profit them nothing. 
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The Expositor: 


Contains a brief meditation and a prayer for each day of the 
fifty associated with Pentecost, dealing with some aspect 


of Pentecost, significant for Christian living. 


This is a finely 


suggestive and stimulating book. 


NET, 75 CENTS, POSTPAID 


AT THE BETTER BOOKSHOPS 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK 


Boston Detroit Pittsburgh 


CINCINNATI 
Kansas City 


CHICAGO 
San Francisco _—‘ Portland, Ore. 


22 a REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 

, Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 


the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound eultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 
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President. 
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GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., Pres. 


Persons intending to enter Ursinus 
College in September, 1930, should 
make application at once. Attend- 
ance limited to capacity—300 men, 
200 women. 


Address FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, JR. 
Assistant to the President, 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania. 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 
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THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 


By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


April 6—What is Involved in Deciding 
For Christ? Romans 10:8-15 


It is not always an easy matter to reach 
a decision on an important step in life. 
There are multitudes in the valley of deci- 
sion. Especially is this true with respect 
to casting one’s life’s issues for Christ. And 
yet this is precisely what Christ has al- 
ways demanded. He is always insisting 
on a choice between Him and the world. 
“Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” “He 
that is not with Me is against Me.” One 
must choose between the things of the 
world and Christ. To the young man who 
came running up to Him, Jesus said, “Go, 
sell all that thou hast and follow Me.” It 
was a choice between Christ and the things 
of the world. When Jesus said to the fish- 
ermen on the Sea of Galilee, “Follow Me,” 
it involved a choice between their boats 
and fish tacklings and Christ. They could 
not have both. Decision for Christ is not 
simply drifting towards Christ, but it in- 
volves a deliberate act of the will. It 
means coming to a point, reaching a ver- 
dict. There are many people in the world 
who halt between two opinions. They are 
never able to arrive at any conclusions. 
There is a real peril in being broad-minded. 
Some folks are so broad-minded that they 
have settled convictions about nothing. 
Ruskin says, “One of the worst diseases to 
which the human mind is liable is this 
disease of thinking.” And diseased think- 
ing is thinking that never arrives, never 
concludes, Shakespeare makes Hamlet say, 
“The native hue of resolution is sicklied 
o’er with the pale cast of thought.’”’ This 
simply means that people who are always 
only thinking about a thing never reach 
any definite conclusions. 

There is a vast differencé between reso- 
lution and resolutions. Resolutions are the 
thought-forms which we give to our mo- 
tives and desires but resolution is the driv- 
ing power which we put behind our resolu- 
tions. It makes all the difference in the 
world whether we cast our vote for Christ 
or against Him. In the Old Testament 
there looms up a very great and interest- 
ing character. The writer of the Book 
of Kings says that of all who went before 
him and of all those who followed after 
there was none like him. It was King 
Hezekiah. When he entered upon his reign 
as a young man, the very first thing that 
he did was to announce his decision in the 
following words: “Now it is in my heart 
to make a covenant with the Lord.” If 
you would know the secret of Hezekiah’s 
brilliant reign, you will find it in this 
wonderful decision which he made. He 
had been brought up in an atmosphere that 
was contrary to the religion of Jehovah. 
He would have had every reason to cast 
his lot in with the heathen worshipers of 
his day. His father had worshiped idols. 
The nation was steeped in idolatry. The 
environment was favorable to the worship 
of false gods, but he made a positive, defi- 
nite decision and resolved in his heart to 
make a covenant with the Lord. 

When Joshua, long before the days of 
Hezekiah, gathered the children of Israel 
around him, when they had taken posses- 
sion of the land of Canaan, he put his 
challenge before them, “Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve,” and then he 
made his own declaration of purpose by 
saying, “But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” It has always 
been so, that when men and women came 
out definitely and decisively for the Lord, 
for Christ, that they have become leaders 
of men and have rallied others around them 
who caught the contagion of their own de- 
cision. It is only weaklings that cannot 
reach a decision. 

When one inquires into the reasons why 
some hesitate to decide for Christ we 
find that there are at least three. First, 
they say that they do not know enough. 
They feel that with their limited knowl- 
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scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1928-29 Heidelberg had 
seventeen debates with other colleges and won 
fourteen of them; one hundred and eight debates 
in twenty-two years—seventy-nine victories and 
twenty-nine defeats. . 

For free catalogue write to 
CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


edge they might make a wrong decision. 
But it does not require much knowledge 
to decide for Christ. It is a matter of 
faith rather than of knowledge. It is an 
adventure rather than a walking by sight. 
Furthermore, one who accepts Christ will 
soon get to know more about Christ. One 
can more easily acquire a knowledge of 
Christ by following Him than by failing 
to do so. We need not know everything 
at the beginning. One step is enough for 
us. With each additional step things will 
become clearer and we shall learn the most 
important things from experience. Sece- 
ond, some are afraid that they cannot hold 
out. They take account of their own weak- 
ness and frailty and they stand hesitant 
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because they feel their inability to remain 
steadfast. But how do people know that 
they cannot hold out, how do they know 
that they will slip back when they have 
never ventured forth? Would it not be 
better to try and fail than never to try 
at all? A child would never learn to walk 
if it would cease to try to walk. It learns 
to walk by falling and rising again. Sup- 
posing a person decides for Christ and 
fails. The sin lies not in failure but in 
ceasing to try again. I would say, try it 
ten thousand times over again and perhaps 
the last time you may hold out. Third, 
there are still others who say that they 
will do it tomorrow. They prefer to wait 
a while. Procrastination is not only the 
thief of time, but it robs us of our powers 
to do what we ought to do. Tomorrow may 
never come. The opportunity may never 
again present itself and why should we 
wait until our life is well spent and then 
offer Christ the fag-end of our lives if we 
are really sincere in following him. 

If we fail to decide for Christ we actu- 
ally decide against Him. “He that is not 
with Me is against Me.” We cannot oc- 
cupy neutral ground with relation of 
Christ. It is either for or against. There 
are some things on which we can remain 
perfectly neutral, but never on this most 
important matter. 

Let us see what is really involved in 
decision. Let us make each letter of that 
word express some element or factor that 
enters in. 

D—duty. Decision is a matter of duty 
as well as of choice. We ought to do it. 
Sometimes we spurn the demand of duty 
upon our lives but there are certain things 
that must be done and we ought to disci- 
pline ourselves to do the same. We must 
eat, we must sleep, we must obey the laws 
of health. There are some things that we 
simply must do, whether we feel disposed 
to do them or not. So decision for Christ 
is something that falls in the realm of 
duty, it involves a declaration of purpose. 

E—endeavor. Decision involves action. 
It is not something which you do spon- 
taneously or automatically, but by a de- 
liberate act, and it ought to be done en- 
thusiastically and energetically. 

C—conviction. Into decision there must 
enter definiteness of purpose. One must be 
convinced in his own mind. Nothing ought 
to be allowed to stand in the way. No per- 
sonal considerations, no social relation- 
ships, no moral timidity or mental hesi- 
taney. It implies courage, consecration, 
conviction. 

I— intelligence. Decision is not to be 
made ignorantly or blindly, but intelli- 
gently. One ought to know what it in- 
volves, consequently there ought to be 
mental and spiritual preparation. One 
ought to inform himself about Christ and 
about all that decision for Him means. 

S—-sincerity. Above all decision implies 
sincerity of heart. We must be serious and 
sure and honest. To decide for Christ 
simply for “the loaves and fishes” which 
He may have to offer is unworthy of the 
best in us. A seeker for Christ must above 
everything else be true. 

I—I. Decision for Christ is altogether 
a personal matter. It cannot be done by 
proxy. One can never decide this matter 
for another. In the last analysis every 
man must make his own decision. But how 
this recognizes the value of the individual 
and what a serious responsibility this im- 
poses upon each one of us! Jesus always 
honored the individual and in no relation- 
ship more so than in personal acceptance 
of Him. When Peter asked Christ with 
reference to John, “What shall this man 
do?’ Jesus said, “What is that to thee? 
Follow thou Me.” After all, our relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ is purely a personal 
matter. 

O—out and out for Christ. When we de- 
cide for Christ it must be an absolute de- 
cision. It cannot be a half-way measure, 
We cannot be half Christ’s and half the 
world’s. We cannot carry water on both 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 23 


It is either—or. It cannot be 
both—and. “Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” There comes a time in the 
English Parliament when the speaker cries, 
“Divide, divide?” and then the House 
comes to a decision. It votes on a given 
question and every man must show his 
colors. So when we decide for Christ it 
means full, whole-hearted, entire surrender 
to Him. 

N—now or never. “Now is the accepted 
time, today is the day of salvation.” We 
cannot wait an hour longer. Hezekiah 
said, “NOW it is in my heart to make a 
covenant with the Lord,” and it was the 
first thing he did. Joshua said, “Choose 
you this day whom ye will serve.” To- 
morrow may be too late. Such a decision 
means also a new relation. It means a new 
creature in Christ, a newness of life. 


shoulders, 


“O, happy day, that fixed my choice 
On Thee, my Savior and my God! 
Well may this glowing heart rejoice, 
And tell its rapture all abroad.” 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


In speaking to one of our ministers we 
said, “The Board greatly appreciates the 
kindness of one of your good members in 
giving us $500 for an Annuity Bond.” 

He replied that while some did not give 
as much as they should to the work of 
the Church, this particular member was 
too liberal. She could not really afford to 
give $500 for the Annuity Bond. We ex- 
plained that giving the $500 to the Board 
of Ministerial Relief did not make her 
any poorer. In fact she was increasing 
her income. The bank would give her 4%. 
A good bond would pay 444% or 5%, but 
as she is 65 years of age, we are paying 
her 644%. She has made an absolutely 
safe investment and at the same time has 
increased her income for the rest of her 
life. After she no longer needs the income 
it will go to the support of our aged min- 
isters. She has made a good investment 
for herself and at the same time is render- 
ing a fine service to the Church. Long 
after she has fallen asleep this Fund will 
go on and bring comfort and the necessi- 
ties of life to our aged ministers and their 
widows. 

We have another case where a woman 
had $300 in bank reeeiving 4%. She takes 
an Annuity Bond and will receive 644%. 

This is a splendid way to do good with 
your money and bring blessings to others 
without any real sacrifice or loss to your- 
self. 

To members of our Church who need the 
income from their money or property and 
yet are anxious to help in the Master’s 
Kingdom, we know of no better plan than 
to invest in the Annuity Bonds of the 
Board of Ministerial Relief. 

For information write to the Board of 
Ministerial Relief, Rev. Eugene L. Me- 
Lean, D.D., Treasurer, 


—Rev. J. W. Meminger, Secty. 
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Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, Editor 
311 Market Street, Bangor, Pa. 


With our minds upon preparing for the 
North American Home Mission Congress 
next December at Washington, D. C., the 
exhibition of Home Mission Work and re- 
lated activities in Pittsburgh, Mar. 20 and 
21, has the desired element of timeliness 
and co-operation. Stimulated by the 
Woman’s Union Missionary Association of 
Allegheny County, the Women’s Depart- 
ment of the Council of Churches, the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union and 
the County Sabbath School Association 


conducted this unusual exhibition, open to 
the public from noon until 10 P. M. In 
connection with the exhibition special pro- 
grams and pageants were presented by 
groups of Churches or by individual 
Churches. Mrs. M. G. Schucker, president 
of the W. M. S. of Pittsburgh Synod, is 
president of the Union Missionary Ass’n. 


The Third World Friendship Project— 
Treasure Chests for Filipino children—is 
receiving special attention in the Reform- 
ed Churches of Baltimore and Washington, 
D. C., under the enthusiastic direction of 
Mrs. Charles A. Bushong. The interest in 
Third World Friendship Project has been 
heightened by the arrival in Baltimore of 
the beautiful Mexican chest which con- 
tains handcraft and art which depict Mex- 
ican life and customs. This is the Reci- 
procal Friendship Project from Mexico. 
the Federation of Woman’s Clubs, Church 
leaders and the Maryland Committee on 
World Friendship Among Children com- 
bined efforts to make the occasion of the 
exhibit one of far-reaching importance. 
Receptions and luncheons were planned in 
connection with displaying the exquisitely 
lacquered case of art objects at the Balti- 
more Museum of Art and in Churches and 
high schools. This was one of the 49 cases 
prepared by the Department of Education 
of Mexico for the children of the United 
States. Mar. 13, 14 and 15 were Exhibi- 
tion Days for Baltimore. At the same time 
the motion picture, made in Mexico when 
the school bags from children of the United 
States reached Mexico, was exhibited in 
schools, also in one of the leading motion 
picture theatres. 


Mrs. David Cramer and children, of 
Walkersville, Md., have honored the late 
David Cramer by making him a member- 
inmemoriam of the W. M. S. of General 
Synod. For many years Mr. Cramer was 
an active member of the Glade Church, 
Walkersville, Md., and cheerily gave his 
hearty support and encouragement to the 
Glade W. M. S8. 


An artistically folded blue envelope held 
with gold seals contained the verses of 
invitation to the celebration of the 10th 
anniversary of the G. M. G. of Ascension 
Church, Norristown, Pa., Mar. 21: 

“We want a grand reunion 

Of members near and far, 
All those who in the years gone by 
Have made us what we are.” 


Expensive Silks 
Sold in Fifth Avenue 
Stores at $6 and 
$6.50 per yd. -But- 


All the remnants and ends of the leading 
manufacturers (too small pieces—3 to 10 yds. 
each—for wholesale trade) are thrown on our 
tables to be sacrificed regardless of original 
prices. Also by mail. All 39 in. Write today. 


$6 Heavy $ 1 .90 


Flat Crepe 
for per yd. 


Genuine Crepe Paris advertised at $6 per yard. Wash- 
able, durable, splendid! State yardage and color. 


$6-50 Stylish $1.50 


Prints 
for 

per yd. 

All new Spring printed Crepes and Jacquards, pure 

thread silk, made to sell at $6.50 per yard. State 
Silks, prints and plain, 

black’ satin, etc. No e 

$2 samples. Let us know x 

you would like to see / yd. 

on approval, Also $1 standard pongee, 48c, beige only. 

Write us today what 

Send No Money ais. color and yard- 

pase netace tet at ea aartieera hs Ls 

see without obligation to keep it. Shall we send it on 

approval by insured mail at our expense? FRER: We 

wish you to try our silk thread so will send you free spool. 


color combination and second choice, $1.50 a yard. 
what kind of a piece 

age you would like to 
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letter written by a Guild girl. Very likely 
many other Guild girls could write lke- 
wise. “We have never before had any- 
thing in our Guild which aroused so much 
interest as the reading course. Whenever 
we girls are together we are discussing 
the books, but we do not discuss any book 
before a girl who has not read it. We 
have made it a game—all members par- 
ticipating, and each must score at least 6 
units. But, let me tell you now, at least 
4 of us are going beyond the 50 mark. Two 
have already passed it and two more are 
ready to go over the top. . . We have 
learned more about missions this year than 
ever before.” 


The regular W. M. S. monthly meeting 
of Calvary Church, Philadelphia, Mar. 11, 
marked the completion of their 29th year. 
Miss Greta P. Hinkle participated in the 
program, giving an address in the interest 
of the Philadelphia Classical Membership 
Campaign. With a membership of 39, the 
society reports 25 subscribers to the “Out- 
look of Missions.” 


Mrs. A. CG. Graham sends the following 
concise account of the observance of the 
World Day of Prayer in Allentown, Pa. 
“Friday afternoon at 4 o’clock, prayer 
services for children were held in 9 
Churches. A prayer service, story-telling 
period and discussions of the Treasure 
Chests for Filipino children, constituted 
the afternoon programs. Special prayer 
services were held in the evening in 12 
districts, each district representing 6 dif- 
ferent Churches, comprising in all 10 de- 
nominations. In addition to the program 
“That Jesus May Be Lifted Up” there were 
short talks by pastors and members of the 
Federation of Prayer, the First Pentecost, 
Christian Literature and Migrant Work. 


The annual business meeting of the Mis- 
sionary Society took on the form of a 
eovered dish luncheon which was held on 
Saturday afternoon at the home of Mrs. 
Mary Rapp, 232 First Ave., Phoenixville. 
24 members and friends were present. 
Good reports were read by the officers and 
departmental secretaries. The following 
officers were elected: President, Miss Car- 
rie M. Kerschner; vice-president, Mrs. 
Emma Still; recording secretary, Mrs. 
Chester Pennypacker; assistant secretary, 
Mrs. Enos Fryer; treasurer, Miss Rebecca 
Ash. The following departmental secre- 
taries were appointed: Stewardship, Mrs. 
Irvin Kulp; Literature, Mrs. J. G. Kersch- 
ner; Temperance, Mrs. Mary Rapp; Thank 
Offering, Mrs. Allen Kast; Life Members 
and Members in Memoriam, Mrs. Frank 
Sheeder; Membership, Mrs. John Fryer; 
G. M. G., Mrs. Harry Huzzard; Children’s, 
Miss Helen Kast. The society met all its 
obligations for the year and in addition 
paid $25 toward Church improvements; $15 
for Apportionment; $10.50 to the Mission- 
ary Home in Lancaster, and $3 for Christ- 
mas at Bethel Community Center in Phila- 
delphia. The members participated in the 
World Day of Prayer on March 7 which 
was held in Brownback’s Church. The 
society is looking forward to the sending 
of a Treasure Chest to the Philippine 
ehildren. 


Mrs. George C. Fretz, of the Northeast 
Ohio Classical Society, reports the organi- 
zation on Jaw. 9 of a W. M. S. in Grace 
Church, Loyal Oak, Manchester Charge. 
Mrs. E. L. McQuistion, Barberton, R. D., 
Ohio, is president. We pray that this new 


-sionary Work in China.” 


Walter K. Beattie, pastor. Morning ses- 
sion at 9.45; afternoon at 1.30, closing 
4.30. Mrs. Jesse B. Yaukey, Yochow City, 
China, will speak on “New Phases of Mis- 
Delegates from 
Philadelphia, please note. Bus will leave 
for Pleasantville Chureh at 8.30 A. M. 
from North Broad Street terminus of Sub- 
way (Broad and Olney Ave.) Fare $1 
round trip. Reservations to be sent to 
Mrs. H. D. Wenner, 1545 N. Bouvier St., 
not later than April 3, 1930. 


HOW TO INCREASE OUR 
MEMBERSHIP 
By N. 8. H. 

If I knew an infallible method for doing 
this successfully, I should copyright the 
method, lending it to all fraternal and 
Church organizations, exacting a commis- 
sion for every member gained, and with 
the proceeds acquired I should pay off the 
indebtedness of all our Boards in the Re- 
formed Church and have a bit of a nest 
egg left with which to finance an annual 
trip to Florida. 

There is no one successful method for 
building up the membership of a sagging 
organization — no matter what its name 
and character—a fact I discovered during 
my 5 years as organizer in one of our 
more conservative Classes. I determined 
“to get” the pastor; that may be a task 
which calls for finesse, stick-to-itiveness 
and a lot of time. 

But, granted that the pastor is in thor- 
ough accord with his right arm organiza- 
tion, the Missionary Society, to keep the 
membership roll from growing less year by 
year is not a matter of going after and 
bringing back to the fold the ones who 
have dropped out, or compiling a list of 
prospects and then making a call and get- 
ting their names. 
denomination engaged in a whirlwind cam- 
paign for new members, and got them, and 
—lost them. 

My candid conclusion is that the secret 
of increasing the membership lies with the 
society itself and the kind of a society. 
it happens to be. If the members are so 
interested in the monthly programs and 
the study courses, and the gleam of the 
meetings linger and is reflected in the oc- 
casional public services like the annual 
day of prayer for world-wide missions or 
the yearly thank offering service, we be- 
lieve that the women of the congregation 
will be willing to join the society, because 
it has convinced them that there is a 
worth while work being done by these 
women of the missionary society. 
one good woman won for the cause is better 
than a dozen dragged in by a persistent 
follow-up system of calls, only to be drop- 
ped from the roll in the course of a year 
or two, because they won’t yield to any 
illuminating process. Many little twinkl- 
ing stars make the heavens to shine— 
poetically. In the last reduction, however, 
the sun and the moon and the evening and 
morning star suffice for light by day and 
by night. It is the luminaries in the con- 
gregation that keep things going. What 
value are satellites, unless you want to 
make a good showing so far as numbers 
are concerned? 
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OTTO AUGUST JAEGER 
On the evening of Feb. 25, after a long 


Years ago the whole ~ 
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Zion’s Church by the Rev. N. Gehr. Later 
he attended the German Lutheran, St. 
John’s Church, where he was confirmed by 
the Rey. Dr. Spaeth. He attended the 
public schools of this city and as a youth 
entered the employ of the “Philadelphia. 
German Demokrat,” and German news- 
paper of Philadelphia. Steadily he ad- 
vanced here until he became business man- 
ager, which position he held until the 
merger of the “Demokrat” with the “Phila-’ 
delphia Gazette.” 

On April 12, 1898, he was married to 
Miss Anna Elisabeth Theis, a member of 
the Zion’s German Reformed Church, After 
his marriage he rejoined the Church of his: 
childhood and continued in active service 
of Zion’s congregation until its merger with 
Salem Church. He then became secretary 
of the newly formed Consistory and 
through his gentle, manly and _ sincere 
ways, labored much for the welfare of the — 
newly formed congregation. 

His life covers a long period of faithful 
and devoted service in his own Church ~ 
and in the Church-at-large. For over 25 — 
years he had served in the capacity of 
teacher of one of the Bible classes. He — 
had been honored with the presideney of — 
the S. 8. Superintendents’ Association, and — 
at the time of his death was the vice-— 
president of the Men’s Social Union. He — 
was elected to many positions of honor and © 
responsibility during his long period of — 
service. He served as chairman of the © 
committee for the German Philadelphia — 
Classis during the Ministerial Relief Cam- 
paign, and at the time of his death was 
a member of the Board of Directors of the — . 
Orphans’ Home at Ft. Wayne. . ae 

Funeral services were held on Feb. 27, 
in charge of his pastor, Rev. A. W. Kling- 
ner and Dr. C. BE. Schaeffer. His mortar 
part found its last resting place at North- 
wood Cemetery. ee 

His widow, and two daughters, Misses 
Elsa R. Jaeger and Helen Jaeger survive ie 2 
him. ea 

In loving memory of Mr. Jaeger, the 
Consistory adopted a beautifully expressed — 
resolution of regret, copies of which have 
been sent to the family and incorporated 
in the minutes of the Consistory. The pul- 
pit and aitar of the Church in which he 
labored will be draped in mourning in his 
honor for a period of 30 days, and the 
morning service of Mar. 23 was set apart ‘ 
for a memorial service. =e  . 

—A. W. K. 
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ELDER HENRY G. BISER ~~ 


Trinity congregation of Boonsboro, Md., 
suffered another severe loss in the death 
of. Elder Henry G. Biser, on Mar. 8, aged 
64. He was a retired farmer, unable todo 
hard work during the past 8 years be- — 
cause of thyroid trouble and a weak heart. id 
Yet he could get around, and by his in- — 
terest in others and especially in his ¥ 
Church, he exercised a great influence for # y 
good. He was an elder and 8. S. treasurer — 
at the time of his death. His end came 
suddenly, though peacefully, whilst sitting 
in his chair. He was widely known re ia: 
highly esteemed by a host of acquaintances: 
in Washington and Frederick Counties. — 
Funeral services were conducted by his 
pastor from his late residence in B 
boro, Tuesday, Mar. 11, and interment 
made in the family lot in the Reform 
Cemetery at Middleton, Md. He is 
vived by his widow and two marri 
daughters: Mrs. Pieree King and ~ 
Naomi Linnisen, both of Boonsboro. - 
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